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THE 


PREFACE. 


His following Diſcourſe was 
Written for the ſatisfa- 
Aion of a particular Per- 


; ſon, who owhed the Being and Pro- 


vidence of God, but expreſſed « 
mean Eſteem of the Scriptures, and 
the Chriſtian Religion. Which # 
become ſo common a Theme amo 

the Scepticks of this Age, that the 
Author of this Diſcour], thought it 
worth his time and care, to conſiger 
the force of the Objettions that were 
made againſt them; Eſpecially, be- 
ing written in 4 grave and ſerious 
manner, and not with that Raillery 
and Buffonry, which the rude Per- 


fons of this Age commonly beſtow ups 
| = 
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The Preface. 


on Religion. It might be juſtly ex- | 


pected. from--{uch who pretend to 
Breeding 4nd Civility, that they 
would at leaſt (hew more _ to a 
thing, which hath prevaile 2» much 
among Men of the beſt Under ſt and- 
ing and Education, and. who have 
had no Intereſt to carry on by it. 
For it is againſt the ordinary Rules 
of Converſation, . to affront that 
which others think they have great 
Reaſon to eſteem and love; and they 
would not endure that ſcorn and con- 
tempt of their meaneſt Servant , 
which they too often ſhew towards 
Relizion, and the things belong ing 


es. _ 
ta it, If they are not in earneſt when 


they ſcoff and mock at ſacred things, 
their own conſciences will tell them it 
ts a horrible impiety;, if they are in 
earneſt, /et them debate theſe things 
calmly and ſeriouſly, and let the 
ſtronger Reaſon prevail. Men may 


ſpeak ſharply and wittily againſt the 


cleareſt thinzs in the World, as the 
Scepticks of old did againſt all 
| Cer- 
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The -Prefate. 
Certainty of Senſrand Reaſon ; but 
we ſhould think that Man out of. bis 
Senſes, that would non diſpute the 
Being of the Sun, or the-Colour\of 
the Snow. We do not fay, the Mat- 
ters of Religion are capable of "the 
ſame evidence with. that. of Sepfe;, 
but it is 4' great part” of judgment 
| and underſtanding," to know the pro« 
portion and yan, of evidence to the 
Nature of the thing"ta be proved, 
They would not have the Eye to judge 
o Taftes nor the Noſe of Metaphy- 
icks; and yet theſe would be as pro- 
per as to have the Senſes judge of Im- 
material Beings. If we do not give 
as good Reaſon for the Principles of 
our Religion, as the nature of Relt- 
gion conſidered, can be given for it, 
let us then be blamed for our weakneſs 
in defending it ;, but let not Religion 
ſuffer, till they are ſure nothing 
more can be ſaid for it. 

There is a late Author, I hear i Traar. 
mightily in vog ut among many, who "4 a 
cry up any thing on the Arheiſtical 
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The Preface. 


ſide, though never ſo weak and trifl- 
ing, It were no difficult T ask to lay 
u the falſe Reaſonings, and incon- 
Ahem potheſes of his Book ; 
Pe, bat 20 ſuſſctenth done al- 
ready in that Language wherein it 
was written, PF if for the Ad- 
vancement, of Irreligjon among s, 
that Book be, \as it is talked, T ran- 
flated into our Tongue, there will 
pot, I hope, want t iſe who will be 
As Ser, to defend Religion and | 
Morality, \s others are to deery 


and pie them. 


—_— 
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A Letter of Reſolution to a 
Perſon unſatisfied about 
the Truth and Authority 
of the Scriptures. 


SIR, 


Lthough I do not pre- 
tend to wy Skill in the 
p 4 depths of Theology, yet I 


am heartily concerned 

for the Truth and Honour of the 
Chriſtian Religion ; which it is 
the deſign of your Papers to un- 
dermine. When I firſt looked 
them over, I could not think 
them ſo conſiderable as to deſerve 
a particular Anſwer ; eſpecially, 
from one in my Circumſtances, 
who have ſo much other Buſi- 
neſs lying upon me, and fo lit- 
tle Leifure and Health topertorm 
it ; but I found at the concluſion 
A 4 of 


Objettions again# the Authority 
of your Papers, ſo earneſt and ve- 
hement a defire exprefled by Ju, 
that T would return an Anſwer, 
in order 'to.the ſettlement: gt your 


| Mind, that I could not refuſe an 


Oifice of ſo great Charity, #$ you 
repreſent it to-be. TI confeſs, 
when I conſidered the nature of 
your Objections, and the manner 
of managing them, I could hard- 
ly believe: that: they, proceeded 
"fee a doubtful Man, that was 
defirous of any Tatisfattion;” but 
ſince *you tell me. ſq, I wall firſt 
ſhew my Charity 1n belieying it, 
and then 1n endeavouring to give 
you my poor Aſſiſtance, and 1m- 
partial Advice, in order to your 
fatisfattion. And in truth, 1 
think impartial Advice will con- 
tribute more to that "end, than 
ſpending Time and Paper 1nrun- 
ning through all the difficulties, 
which it is poſſible for a cavillin; 
Mind to raiſe againſt the plaine 
Truths m the World. For there 
is 


of the Scriptures Anſwered.” * 
1s nothing ſo clear and evident; 
but a Sophitical Wit will always 
find ſomething to ſay againſt it; 
and. if you be the Perſen] take 
you for, you very well know , 
that there have been ſome, who 
wanted neither Wit, nor Elo- 
quence, who have gone about to 
prove, "That there was Nothing in 
the World ; and that if there, were 
any Thing it could not be underſtood 
by Me ; . that if it were underſtood 
broke May, it could not be expreſſed 
to another : And beſides ſuch ex- 
travagant Undertakers as theſe, 
how many have there been, who 
with plauſible and ſubtle Argu- 
ments, have endeavoured to over- 
throw all-manner of Certazzty , 
cithes by Sexſe. or Reaſon ? Muſt 
we therefore quit all pretences to 
ar HOG becauſe we cannot, it 
may, be, Anſwer all the Subtilties 
of the Scepticks? And therefore 
I am, by no means ſatisfied with 
your manner of proceeding, 4e- 
| firing 


Objettions again#t the Authority 
firing all particular Diſficulties to be 


ri 
Anſmer'd,before we conſider the main 
Evidences of the Chriſtian Faith : 
For the only reaſonable way of 
mms in this matter, 1s to 
conſider, firſt, whether there be 
ſufficient Motives to perſwadeyou 
to tmbrace the Chriſtian Faith ;, 
andthen to weigh the difficulties, 
and to compare them with the 
Reaſons and Arguments for belie- 


= enough to overthrow the 
orce of the other, you may reſt 
fatisfred m the C bribien Faith, al- 
though you cannot Anſwer every 
Difficulty that may be raiſed a- 
oe the Books wherein our Re- 
1910n 15 contained. TI pray Sir, 
confider with your ſelf ; do not 
you think it-poſſible for any Man 
to have Faith enough to fave him, 
unlefs he can folve all the difh- 
culties in Chronolozy that are in 
the Bible ; unleſs he can give an 


account of every particular Law 
and 


.ving ; and if thoſe do not appear | 
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and Cuftom among the Jews ; un- 
leſs he can make out all the Pro- 

hetick Schemes, and can tell what 
the Number of the Beaſt in the 
Apocalypſe means ? It a Man may 
believe. and be ſaved, without 
theſe things, to what purpoſe 
are they objetted for the over- 
throw of the Chriſtian Faith ? Do 
you think a Man hath not Reaſon 
enough to believe there is extended 
Matter 1n the World, unleſs he 


can ſolve all the Difficulties that 
| ariſe from the extenſion or diviſibi- 


lity of Matter ; or that he hath a 


| Soul, unleſs he can make it clear 
| howan immaterial and material 
| Subſtance can be fo united as our 
| Soul and Boayare? Or that the 


San ſhines, unleſs he can demon- 
ſtrate whether the Sx or the 
Earth moves? Or that we have 
any certainty of things, unleſs he 


| canaſlignthe undoubted cr:terion 


of Truth and Falſhood in all 
things ? Theſe things I mention 
On 


Objeftions a74inf the Authority 
on purpoſe, to let you ſee, that 
the moſt certain things, have dif- 
ficulties about them, which no 
one thinks it neceſſary for him to 
Anſwer, in order to his aſſurance 
of the Truth of the thinzs ; but as 
long as the evidence for them is 
much more conſiderable than the 
Objections againſt them, we 
may ſafely acquieſce in our aſſent 
to' them, and leave the unfol- 
ding theſe difficulties to the Di/- 
puters of this World, or the 
Kpowleage of another.' Ts it not 
far more reaſonable for- us to 
think, that in Books of ſo great 


Antiquity, as thoſe of Moſes are, 


written in a Language whoſe 
Idiotiſms are fo different from 
ours, there may be ſome difficulty 
in the Phraſes, or computation of 
Times or Cuſtoms of the People, 
that we cannot well underſtand, 
than that all the - Miracles 
wrought by Moſes ſhould have' 
been Impoitures ; and that Law, 

which 


—_— kt 3 an HD. i to ee ee a 


ag. avert 


| 
| 
| 


of the Scriptures Anſwered, 


which was preſerved ſo conftant- 
ly, maintained with that reſolu- 
tion by the wiſeſt of the People 
of the' Jews, who choſe to die 
rather than diſown it, ſhould be 
all a Cheat ? Is it not more reaſo- 
nable for us to ſuſpe&t our own 
Underſtandings, as to the Speeches 
and Attions of ſome of the Pro- 
phets, than to think that Men, 
who deſigned ſomuch the advan- 
cing Virtue, and diſcouraging 
Vice, ſhould be a pack of Hypo- 
crites and Deceivers? Can an 
Man of common ſenſe ſuſpect the 
Chriſtian, Religion to be a Foarb , 
or an Impoſture, becaule he can- 
not underſtand the Number of 
the Beaſt, or Interpret the Apo- 
calyptick Viſions? 1 could hardly 
have believed any Man preten- 
ding to Reaſoz, could object theſe 
things, unleſs I ſaw them, and 
were called upon to An(wer 
them. 


There- 


$ 
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Therefore, Sir, my ſerious and 
impartial Advice to .you, is, in 
the firſt place to conſider and de- 
bate the main Point, z. e. the 
proofs of the Chriſtian Dottrin, 
and not to hunt up and down the 
Scriptures for every thing that 
ſeems a difficulty to you, and then 
by heaping all theſe together, to 
make the _——_— {ſeem a confu- 
ſed heap of indigeſted Stuff, 
which being taken 1n pieces and 
conlidered, with that modeſty, 
diligence, and care, that doth be- 
come us, will appear to contain 
nothing unbecoming that - Sacred 
and Venerable Name which the 
Scriptures do bear among, us. 

If thercrefore, you delign not 
cavilling but fatisfattion, you 
will joyn iſſue with me upon the 
moſt material Point, viz. Whe- 
ther the Chriſtian Religion were from 
God, or from Men? For if this be 
proved to have been from Goa, all 
the other things will eaſily fall off 
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of themſelves, or be removed 
with a little Induſtry. 

In the Debate of this, I ſhall 
conſider, firſt, what things are 
agreed upon between us, and 
then where the difference lies. 

I. Tou grant an abſolutely perfett 
”_ independent Being, whom we call 
Goa. 

2. That the World was at fir 
Created, and u# ſtill governed ' 

im. 

3. That He « ſo Holy, as to be 
the Author of no Sin, although he 
dot} not hinder Men from inning. 

4. That this God « toreceive from 
us all Worſhip proper to Him, of 
Prayers, Praiſes, &c. 

5. That it is the Will of this God, 
that we ſhould lead holy, peaceable, 
and innocent Lives. 

6. That Goa will accept Mens ſin- 
cere Repentance and hearty Endea- 
vours t0 do his Will, although they 
do net perfettHy obey it. 


7. That 


IO 
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7. That There is. a State of Re 
wards and Puniſhments in another 
World, according to the courſe of 
Mens Lines here. 

8. That there are manyexcellent 
Precepts in the Writings of the New 
Teſtament inducing to Humility and 
Self-denyal,” and to the Honour of 
God, and civil duty and honeſty of 
Life; aud theſe in a more plentiful 
manner than u to be found in any 0- 
ther Profeſſion of Religion pany 
known. 

The Queſtions then remairn- 
ing, are, (1.) Whether the Matters 
of Fatt are true, which are reported 
m2 the W, ey of the New Teſt a- 
ment ? (2.) Sup 0g them true, 
Whether wr we friciently prove the 
Do#rin 4" ave been from God ? 

1. Whether the Matters of Fatt 
were true'or n0? And as to this 
Point, I wiſh you had ſet down 
the Reaſons of your doubting , 
more clearly ed diſtinftly than 
you have done: What I A pick 

up, 
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lad 70; de- 
N1-" lu 
the Wonaer's 

Japrqught by them, . ” That thee 
ths wie mos el bon, 
forey Printing. was uſed; and that 
there, t5.rea an tau ore 


| rauds 0 


there may. have been many more De- 

ceptions and Impoſtares.in the way of 

propogeing\ falſe Revelations ayd 
Miracles, than we can nav diſcover. 
5+ That we qught mot te take the Te- 
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an war e, becauſe % 
mes of Þ riviliey ;  "apd 
$54 "the: Joſephus* p 
efFel Lo ew Ep Min to 
rel "Put in by Chriftians. 
'6. That there are ſufficient Grounds 
Pom the Stopy it felf, and thi'Ob- 
as of. 1 Enemies, to ſuſpett the 


th of U ""berauſe "of the coptha- 
(tion Wy Tncon (ſtenty f the parts 
of it, the toant of accom join of 
the P Pruniſes and Prophecies of it ; 
the obſcurity and unintelli ;Dleneſs 
Ly other parts; the defett's ofthe Pry- 
ons mentloned therein, St. PaiÞ's 
oftentatiog, i jars herween Peter 
'and Pay 48 P2ul nd Barnabas. 
. That from theſe things » out have 
Tuſt cauſe to Houbt the "hoofttes ſinet- 
THy, and Jo thiy they might | 
indireft ents Int aig e Mark 
cles recordet in Soripture ; and that 
Men might be contented to ſuffer, ro 
make themſelves Heads of a new Yor 
of Religton, and to rule over the 
Con- 
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Conſciences of Men ; and that they 
had time enough to make 4 conſider able 
intereſt before the Perſecutions beg an. 

This 1s the force of all I can 
find out, in the ſeveral parts of 
your Papers, towards the invali- 
dating the Teftimony concerning 
the ' Matters of Fatt reported in 
the Writings.of the New Teſta- 


| ment. | 


In Anſwer to all theſe Things, 


{hall ſhew; T: That Matters of 
| Fatt done at-fuch a diſtance of 


time may have ſufficient evidence 


-| to oblige: Men to. believe them. 


2.. That there'is no reaſon to ſuſ- 
pect the Truth of thoſe Matters 
of Fact, which are contained in 
the Hiſtory of the New Teſta- 
ment. 3. That the Apoſtles gave 
the greateſt Teſtimomes of their 
Sincerity, that could be expected 
from them ; and that no Matters 
of Fatt were ever better atteſted 
than thoſe which/are reported b 
them ; from whence it wall fol- 
B 2 tow, 
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low, That. it: 1s not Reaſon but 
unreaſonable Sa/prcion and Scep- 
ticiſm, if not: wilfulneſs and ob- 
{tinacy,which-makes Men to con- 
tinue to doubt'after ſo great Evi- 
dence, 703 

1, That we-may. have ſuch 
evidence of Matters of Fatt done 
at ſuch a 4i/tazce\of time, as/may 
oblige us to believe the Truth of 
them. This we are firſt to make 
out, - becauſe ſeveral of-your Qb- 
jections: ſeem t0' imply, That.we 
can have 'no tertaiuty of ' ſach 
Things; becauſe, we cannot | know 
what Tricks 'maye have been plaid 
in tormer times," nihen it was far 
more. eaſie to deceive ; and that it 
#5 | conſeſſed,” there have been | ſc+ 
veral Frauds of | this kind, which 
have a long time prevailed in the 
World.” Biit:have not the-ver 
Punter Vahes-eeroedkans Arann 
all Relieton, by#theiffs? | Andit 
the Cheats that have been 1n'Re- 
ligion, have no force againſt - 

Be- 
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Being of God, why: ſhould they 
- | have any againſt the Chriſtian Re- 
. | lizion? And it the common con- 
ſent of Mankind fignitie any 
thing as to the acknowledgement 
of a Deity, why ſhould not the 
Teſtimony of the Chriſt ian Church, 
ſo circumſtantiated as it is, be 
| of ſufficient ſtrength to receive 
-| the Matters of Fatt delivered by 
| it? which is all Tat preſent de- 
ſire. Do we queſtion any of the 
Stories delivered by the common 
conſent of Greek or Latin Hiſto- 
rians, although we have only 
the bare 'Te{timony of thoſe 
Hiſtorians' for them? And yet 
your Objettiens would lye againit 
every one of them : How do we 
know the great prevalency of 
the Roman Empire? Was it nat 
delivered by thoſe who belonged 
to it, and were concerned to 
| make the belt of it? What know 
we, butthouſanas of Hiſtories have 
been loſt, that contuted all that 

B 3 Ww6 
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we now have concerning the 
greatneſs of Rome ? What know 
we, but that Rome was deſtroyed 
by Carthage, or that Hannibal 
quite overthrew the Roman Em- 
prre; or that Catiline was one of 
the beſt Men of the World, be- 
cauſe all our preſent Hiſtories 
were written by Men of the 
other ſide ? How can we tell but 
that. the Perſians deſtroyed the 
Macedonians, becauſe all our Ac- 
counts of Alexander's Expedition, 
are Originally from the Greeks ? 
And why _ not we ſuſpect 

reater partiality in all theſe Ca- 
ſos, when the Writers did not give 
a thouſand part of that Evidence 
for their Fidelity, that the Firſt 
Chriſtians did ? And yet, what 
ſhould we think of ſuch a Perſon 
who ſhould call in queſtion the 
beſt Hiſtories of all Nations, 
becauſe they are written by thoſe 
of the ſame Country ? By which 
ir ſeems, you will never allow 

any 
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any competent Teſtimony atall-; 
tor if ſuch things be written by 
Enemies and Strangers, 'We have 
reaſon to ſuſpect both their know- 
ledge and integrity ; if written 
by Friends, then though they 
might know the Truth, yet they 
would write partially of their 
own fide : So that upon this Prin- 
ciple, no Hiſtory at all, ancient 
or modern, is to be believed ; for 
they are all reported cither by 
Friends or Enemies : And ſo not 
only Divine, but all Humane 
Faith will be deſtroyed. I am 
by no meansa Friend to unreaſo- 
nable Credulity; but 1 am as little 
to unreaſonable diſtruſt and 
ſuſpicion ; if the one be Folly, 
the other 1s Madneſs, No pru- 
dent Man believes any thing, be- 
cauſe it is poſſible to be true ; nor 
rejeds any thing meerly becauſe 
it is poſhble to be talſe : But it 
is the prudence of every Man to 
weigh and conſider all Circum- 
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iy 


13 


Oljettions\again# the Author ity 

ſtances; and according to them, 
to aſſent ,/- or diſſent. We all 
know. it is poſſible for Men to de- 
ceive, | or to be deceived, but we 
know, there is no neceſſity of 
either j-and that there 1s ſuch a 
thing as Truth in the World; and 
though Men may deceive, yet 
they do not always ſo ; and that 
Men may know they are not de- 
ceived.. For elſe there could be 
no ſuch thing as Society amon 

Mankind ; no Fr:enaſhip,or Traſt 
or Confidence in the Word of ano- 
ther Perſon; becauſe it is poſſible 
that the beſt Friend I have may 
deceive me, and the World 1s 
tull of difimulation , muſt. I 
therefore believe no Body ? "This 
is the juſt conſequence of this 


a of Arguing, That we have | 


reaſon to ſuſpect the Truth of theſe 
Matters of Fatt, becauſe there have 
been many Frauds in the World, 
and might have been many more than 
we can now diſcover; tor if this 
Prin- 
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[Principle be purſued, it will de- 
[troy all Society among Men ; 
- [which is built on the Suppoſitt- 
jon of mutual truſt and confi- 
(dence that Men have in each 
other : And although it be 
poſſible for all Men to de- 
ceive, becauſe we cannot know 
one anothers Hearts, yet there 
are ſuch Characters of Honeſty 
land Fidelity in ſome Perſons , 
|that others dare venture their 
[Lives and Fortunes upon their 
 |Words. And isany Man thought 
| |a Fool far doing ſo.? Nay, 
have not the = prudent and 
 [agacious Men repoſed a migh- 
ty. confidence in the Integrity of 
others? And without this, -no 
great Afﬀairs can be carried on in 
the World ; for ſince the greateſt 
erſons need the help of others 
to manage their Buſineſs, they 
muſt truſt other Men continu- 
ally; and every Man puts his 
Life into the Hands of others, 
to 
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to whom he gives any freedom! 
of Acceſs, and eſpecially higÞ 
Servants: Muſt a Man thereforeþt 
live in continual Suſpicion andÞu 
Fealouſie, becauſe it is pofſiblep 
he may be deceived ? But if thigh 
be thought unreaſonable, thenþs 
we gain thus much, that not: 
withſtanding the poſſibility offv 
Deception, Men may be truſted(c: 
in ſome caſes, and their Fidelityſt 
ſafely relied upon: This being 

granted, we are to enquire whatjdc 
that aſſurance is which makes us|th 
Truſt any one ; and where-everſt 
we find a Concurrance of thefth 
ſame | Circumſtances, or equalih 
evidence of Fidelity, we may re: 
poſe the ſame truſt or confidenceſt0 
in them. And we may foonfth 


find rhat it 15 not any ones bareſg! 


Word that makes us truſt him to 
but either the reputation of higg! 
Integrity among diſcerning Menzl1 
or our long experience 'and ob4th 
ſervation of him : This latter - he 

on 
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only confined to our own tryal; 
;$Þut the former 1s more general, 
$nd reaches beyond our own Age, 
Wince we may have the Teſ*:mony 
$f diſcerning Perſons convey*d 
990wn tous in as certain a manner, 
nþs we can know the Mind of a 
relFriend at a 100 Miles diſtance, 
ffviz. by Writing. And 1n this 
dicaſe, we deſire no more than to 
yibe ſatisfied that thoſe things were 
oTwritten by them ; and that they 
deſerved to be believed 1n what 
sfhey writ ; thus, if any one would 
r|be {atisfied about the Paſlages of 
efthe Peloponneſian War, and hath 
llheard that T hucydides hath accu- 
>fately written it, he hath no more 
eo do, than to enquire whether 

his Thacydides were capable of 
efgiving a good Account of it, and 

tor that, he hears that he was a 
ggreat and inquiſitive Perſon, that 
lived in that Age, and knew all 

he Occurrences of it ; and when 
ghe is ſatisfied of that, his next 
En- 


_ 
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Enquiry 1s, whether he may be 
cruſted or no; and: for this, he 
can expect no better ſatisfaction, 
than thar his Hiſtory hath been 1n 
great reputation for its integrity 
among the molt knowing Per- 
ſons; but how ſhall he be ſure 
this was the Hiſtory, written by 
Thacyaiaes, ſince there have been 
many counterfeit Writings ob- 
truded upon the World ? Beſides, 
the conſent of learned Men in all 
Ages ſince, we may compare the 
Teſtimonies cited out of it with the 
Hiſtory we have, and the Style, 
with the CharaGter given of 7 h«- 
cyaiaes, and the Narrations, with 
other credible Hiſtories of thoſe 
Times; . and 5f all theſe agree, 
what reaſon can there be not to 
rely upon the Hiſtory of Thucy- 
aiaes? All Learned Men do ac- 
knowledge, that there have been 
multitudes of fictitious Writings; 
but do they therefore queſtion, 
whether there are any genuine ? 
| Or 
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Or whether we have not-the true 
Herodotus, Strabo, or Pauſanias, 
becauſe there 15\a counterfeit Be- 
roſas, Manetho, and -Philo, ſet 
forth by -Annins of Viterbo? Do 
any-ſuſpeft whether we have any: 
of the genuin Works of Cicero, be- 
cauſe af Iraljaw;[counterfeitetl a 
Book De Corfolatione.1n his name? 
Or whether Ceſar's' Comment aries 
were hs-own, . becaule it is un+ 
certain who Writ the Alexandria 
War that is joined withrthem? 
By which: we ſee, that we may; 
not only be certain of the. Fidel1-. 
ty of Perſons we converſe with, 
but of all:-rhings neceſſary to 'our 
belief of / what was done- at" a 
great diftance»of time from the 
Teſtimony of. Writers, notwith- 
ſtanding the:many fuppoſimtious' 
Writings that have been in the 
World. 

Butt may: be ſaid, That all this 
only relates to meer Matters of Hi\ 
for 'y, 'wherein a Man is. not much 
cOn- 
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concerned whether they be true of 
falſe; but the things we are about 
are Matters that Mens 8 GR or 
Damnation are ſaid to depend fu 
and therefore greater Evi nee (bo 
be given of theſe, to oblige Men = 
believe them: 

Tothislanſwer. 1. Thatmy 

n herein, was to prove, 
that AC e poſſhbi- 
lity of deception, there may be 
fuicient Ground for a prudent 
and firm afſent to the Truth of 
things done at as greata diſtance 
of time and convey?d: after the 
{ame manner, that the Matters 
of Fact reported in the New Te- 
ftament are.;, and hereby thoſe ge- 
neral Prejudices areſhewed to be 
unreaſonable : And all that I de- 
fire from this Diſcourſe, is, that 
you would give an afſent of the 
{ame nature to the Hiſtory of the 
Goſpel, that you do toiCz/ar, or 
Livy, or Tacitus, or any other 
ancient Hiſtorian. 2. Asto the 
greater 
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reater obligation to aflent, I 
ay it depends upon the'Evidence 
of Divine Revelation, . which is 
given by the Matters of Fact 
whichare delivered to us. And 
here give. me leave to ask you; 
1. Whether it be any ways! re- 


t to any. conception you 
ns God, or him-to mike 
uſe” of . fallible Men to make 
known.his Will to the World? 
2. Whethep thoſe Men, though 
{uppoted to be in themſelves: 
ible, can either \decervey | or be 
deceived, when God makes 
known his Mind 'to 'them ? 
3. Whether on ſuppoſition, that 
God hath. made uſe of 1uclr Per- 
ſons for this 'end, thoſe are: not 
obliged to: believe them, . who 
do not4ive-in the fame Azewirh 
them-?' 'If-not, ' then Gox 'mult 
either: make no Revelation at all, 
or he mult make a new'one eve- 
ry Ape: | If they are, then-the 
obligation. lies as much -on- us 
9); now 
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now to believe, as if we had 
lived and converſed with thoſe 
inſpired Perſons. 

2. That there is no reaſon to 
ſuſpeCt the Truth of thoſe Mat- 
ters of Fatt which are- reported 
in the New Teſtament ; For fince 
it 1s: univerſally agreed among 
Men, that Humane 7 e/timony is a 
ſufficient ground for aſſent, where 
there is no: poſitive ground for 
Suſpicion ; becauſe deceiving and 


being deceived, is-not the:com- 
mor Intereſt of Mankind; there- 
fore we are to confider what: the 


general grounds of Su/piczon are, 
and whether- any of. them do 
reach the Apoſtles T eftimiony, con- 
cerning the Matters of: Fatt re- 
ported. by them. And the juit 
grounds of Suſpicion are thele'; 
x. If the Perſons be: otherwiſe 
known to be Men ot Artitice and 
Cunning, full of Tricks and Dif- 


-Eimulation,, and that make no 
-Conſcience of ſpeaking Truth, 


{0 


f 
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ſoa Lye tends to their;;greateſt 
advantage ; which'.1s too much 
the Papsſts caſe in their Legends, 
and Stories of | Miracles, 2. If 
they temper and ſuit their Story 
and DoCtrin;to the Humour: and 
Genius of the People, they hope 
to prevail upon, : as Maþomet did, 
in encouraging War 'and-Laſcivs- 
onſneſs. 3. I they lay. the Scene of 
their Story at a mighty diſtance 
from themſelves, at ſuch ah Age, 
wherein it is impoſſible either to 
prove, or diſprove; . which 1s 
the caſe of the Brachmans, as to 
their 'Brahma, and' their. Vedu ; 
and: was of the Heavhens ''as to 
their Fabulous Deities: ; 4. If 
there be any thing' contained in 
the Story, whuch is! repugnant 
tothe moſt authentick Hiſtories 
of thoſe times ; by which: means 
the' Impoſtures ot. Annins have 
been dilcovered. 5. It there be 
evident contradiction in theStory 
ir ſelf; or any thing repugnant 
WT tO, 
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to, or: !unbecoming the Majeſty, 
Holinefs; Sincerity, and Con- 
fiſtency of a Divine Revelation ; 
on which account we reject Fana- 
tick Pretences to Revelations, It 
there were any thing of this 
nature in the Wr7tizes of the New 
Teſtament, we might then allow 
there were ſome Ground to ſuſ- 
-pe&t the Truth! of what 1s con- 
tained therein :* Burt TI ſhall un- 
dertake, by the Grace of God, to 
defend that there is not any foun- 
dation for {uſpicion as to any one 
'of theſe. 

1. As tothe Per/ons, ſuch who 
g0 abour to deceive others, muſt 
be Men thatare verſed in Bufineſs, 
and know - how to deal with 
Men ; and that have ſome Inte- 
reſt already that they have gained 
by other means, before they can | 
carry onſuch a Delign as toabuſe | 
Mankind, by Lyes and Impo- 
{tures in Religion: Therefore the 
Atheiſts lay the deceiving the 

World : 


— 
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World by Rel:gion, to the Charge 
of Politicians and Law-givers, to 
Man verſed in the praCtice of 
Fraud, ſuch as Nama, or L curgnus, 
or Xaca, or Mahomet, fuch as un- 
derſtood the ways of cajoling 
the People; or to ſubtle Prieſts, 
that know how to ſuit the hopes 
and fears of the ſuperſtitious mul- 
titude ; whence came the mul- 
titude of Frauds in the Heather 
Temples and Oracles. But would 
any Man in the World have 
pitched upon a few Fiſhermen , 
and illiterate Perſons, to carry 
on ſuch an Intrigue as this ? Men 
that were rudeand unexperienced 
in the World, and uncapable of 
dealing in the way of Artifice 
with one of the common Citi- 
zens of Hieruſalem. When was 
it ever heard that ſuch Men made 
ſuch an alteration in the Religion 
of the World, as the Primitive 
(Chriſtians did, againſt rhe moſt 
violent Perſecutions ? And when 

C2 they 
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they prevailed ſo much, the 
commonCharge ſtill againſt them 
was, that they were a Company 
of Rade, Mean, Obſcure, Illiterate, 
Simple Men : And yet in ſpight of 
all the Cunning, and Malice, and 
Learning, and Strength of their 
Adverſaries, they gained Ground 
upon them, and prevailed over 
the Ob/tinacy of the Jews, and 
Wiſdom of the Greeks. It the 
Chriſtian Religion had beena meer 
deſign of the Apoſtles to make 
themſelves Heads. of a new Set, 
what had this been. but to have 
{et the Cunning of twelve, or 
thirteen Men, of no Intereſt , 
or Reputation, againſt the W/- 
dom and Power of the whole 
World ? If they had any W7/dom, 
they would never have under- 
taken ſuch an impoſſible Deſign 
as this mult appear to them at 
firſt view : And if they had 
none, how could they ever hope 
to manage it ? If their aim were 

only 
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only at Reputation, they might 
have thought of thouſands of 
ways more probable, and more 
advantageous than this: It we 
ſuppoſe Men {ſhould be willing 
to hazard their Lives for their 
Reputations, we may ſuppole, 
withal, ſuch Men to have fo 
much Cunning as not todo it till 
they cannot help it ; but it they 
can have Reputation and Eaſe to- 
gether, they had rather have it. 
I will therefore put rhe Cale con- 
cerning the only Perſon that had 
the advantage of a Learned Edu- 
cation among the Apoſtles ; viz, 
St. Paul, and whom you ſeem to 
{ſtrike at more than the relt : Is 
1t reaſonable to believe, that 
when-he was in favour with the 
Sanhearin , and was likely to 
advance himlelt by his oppolt- 
tion to Chriſtapity, and had a 
fair proſpect of Eaſe and Honour 
together ; he ſhould quit all this, 
to joyn with ſuch an inconlide- 

C 3 rable 
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rable and hated Company, as the 
Chriſtians were, only to be one 
of the Heads of a very ſmall 
Number of Men, and to pur- 
chaſe it at ſo dear a rate as the 
loſs of his Friends and Intereſt, 
and running on continual 'Trou- 
bles and Perſecutions, to the ha- 
Zard of his Life? It is poſſible 
for Men that are deceived and 
mean honeſtly to do this; but 
it 15 ſcarce ſuppoſable of a Man 
in his Senſes that ſhould know 
and believe all this to be a Cheat, 
and yet own and embrace 1t, to ſo 
great diſadvantage to himſelt : 
When he could not make himlelt 
{o conſiderable by it, as he might 
have been without it. Men 
muſt love cheating the World at a 
ſtrange rate, that will let go fair 
hopes of preferment and eaſe, 
and lead a lite of perpetual trou- 
ble, and expoſe themſelves to 
the utmoſt hazards, only for the 
fake of deluding others. It the 
Apoſtles 


of the Scriptures Anſwered. 


Apoſtles knew all they ſaid to be 
falſe, and made it fo neceſſary 
for all Men to believe what they 
ſaid to be true ; they were ſome 
of the greateſt Deceivers which 
the World had ever known : But 
Men that take pleaſure in decei- 
ving, make uſe of many Artifi- 
ces on purpoſe to catch the filly 
Maultitude ; they have all the arts 
of Inſinuation and Fawning 
Speeches, fit to draw in the 
weakeſt, and ſuch as love to be 
flatter'd ; but what 1s there ten- 
ding this way 1n all the Apoſtles 
Writings ? How ſharply do they 
ſpeak to the Jewi(b Sanhedrin,upon 
the Murther of Chriſt ? With 
what plainneſs and ſimplicity do 
they go about to perſwade Men 
to be Chriftiens? They barely 
tell the Matters of Fatt concer- 
ning the Reſarrettion of Chriſt, 
and ſay they were Eye-Witneſſes of it, 
and upon the credit of this '1 e/t:- 
mony of theirs, they Preach Faith 
C4 and 
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and Repentance to Jews, and Gen- 
tiles : Was ever any thing tarther 
trom the. appearance of Artifice 
than this'was? So that if they 
were Deceivers, they were {ome 
of the Subtileft that ever were in 
the World, becauſe there ſeems 
to be {o little Ground for any fſuſ- 
picion of Fraud ; and we can- 
not ealily imagin Perſons of 
their Education, capable of ſo 
protound Diſlimulation and fo 
Artificial a Cheat. Beſides all 
this, we are to conſider how far 
{uch Perſons do allow the liberty 
ol Diſſunulation and Artificial Tug- 
tings, eſpecially in Religion; we 
ſee the Papiſts could not practice 
theſe things, without being for- 
ced to detend them, by ſhewin 
how convenient 1t 1s for the Peo- 
ple to be told ſtrange Stories of 
Saints, on purpole to nouriſh De- 
votton 1n them: To which end, 
they ſay, 1t ſignifies not much, whe- 
ther they were true or no: And with- 

all 
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all they aſſert, the Lawfulneſs of 
Equivocations, ' and Mental Reſer- 
vations,and doing Things, not other- 
wiſe juſtifiable, . for the Honour of 
their Church and Religion; And I 
ſhall freely confeſs to you, If I 
found any countenance to ſuch 
things as theſe, from the Doctrin 
or Practice. of the Apoſtles, it 
would give me too juſt a ground 
for {uſpicion as to what they de- 
livered.For if they allow'd Equz- 
vocations, or Mental Reſervations, 
how could I poſſibly know what 
they- meant by any thing, wax 
ſaid? | For that which was nece 
{ary to make the Propoſition true, 
lay without my reach inthe Mind 

of another; and while they fo 
firmly atteſted that Chriſt was riſer 


from the Dead; they might un- 


derſtand it of a Spiritual or Myſt t- 
cal Reſurrettion, but it they 
ſhould be found to allow Lying 
or Cheating for the cauſe of Religion, 
their Credit would be gone with 

me; 
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me ; for how could I be any lon- 


er ſure of the Trath of one 
Word they ſaid ? - I ſhould be fo 
far from thinking them Infallible, 
that I could not but ſuſpect them 
to have a deſign to deceive me. 
The firſt thing therefore we are 
to look at in Perſons who require 
our Belief, is the ſtricteſt Veraci- 
ty; if they falter in this, they 
expoſe themſelves to the {uſup1- 
cton of all but credulous Fools. 
But we no where find greater 
Plainneſs and Sincerity required, 
no where more ſtrict and ſevere 
Prohubitions of Diſſ1mulation in 
Religion, nor more general Pre- 
cepts about ſpeaking Truth, than 
in the Writings of the New Teſta- 
ment. But might not all this be done 
with the greater Artifice to prevent 
Suſpicion ? Suſpicion 15 a thing, 
whick he that ſet Bounas to the Sea, 
can {et no Bounds to; if Men 
will give way to it, without Rea- 
{on, there can be no end of it. 
For 
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For the moft effettual ways to 
prevent it, will {till afford new 
Matter and Occaſion for it. If 
Men do uſe the utmoſt means 
that are poſſible, to aſſure others 
of their ſincerity, and they will 
not believe them, but ſtill fu{- 
pect the Deſign to be ſo much 
deeper laid ; there is no way 
left poſſible to ſatisfy ſuch Men ; 
their Suſpicion is a Diſeaſe incu- 
rable by rational means, and 
ſuch Perſons deſerve to be given 
over as paſt all remedy. If Men 
act like prudent Men, they will 
judge according to the Reaſon of 
Things ; but it they entertain a 
Jealouſie of all Mankind, and 
the moſt of thoſe who give them 
the greateſt aſlurance they have 
no Intention to deceive them, it 
is to no purpoſe to go about to 
ſatisfie ſuch Perſons, for that 
very undertaking makes them 
more ſuſpicious. If the Apoſtles 
therefore gave as much Ground 

as 
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- as ever any Perſons did, or could 


do, that they had no delign to 
impoſe - upon the World, but 
proceeding with all the fairnels 
and openneſs, with the greateſt 
evidence of their {incerity, there 
can be no reaſon to faſten upon 
them the imputation of cunnin 
Men, who made it their BuſineP, 
to deceive others. 

2. This will more appear if 
we confider the Matters deliver'd 
by them, and the Nature of their 
Doctrin. For if the Chriſtian Re- 
lizgton were only a contrivance of 
the firſt Preachers of it, it muſt 
by theevent be ſuppoſed that the 
were very {ubtle Men, who 1n FA 
little time, and againit fo great 
oppolition could prevail over 
both Jews and Gentiles; but if 
we reflect on the Nature of their 
Dottrin, we can never 1magin 
that theſe Men did proceed by 
the ſame Methods that Men of 
{ubtilty do make uſe of. If it 
were 
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were there own contrivance, 1t 
was in their power to have fram- 
ed it as they. thought fit them- 
ſelves; andn all probability, they 
would have done it in a way 
moſt hkely to be ſucceſsful ; but 


the Chriſtian Religion was fo far 


from it, | as though they had in- 


duſtriouſly deſigned to advance 


a Religion againſt the Genizs and 
Inclination of all Mankind. For 
it neither gratifies the voluptuous 
in their Pleaſures, nor the Am- 
bitious in their defires of Exter- 


nal Pomp and Greatneſs, nor 


the Covetous in their thirſt after 
Riches; but lays a ſevere reltraint 
on all thoſe. common and: pre- 
vailing Paſhons of Mankind ; 
which Mahomert well underſtood, 
when he tuited his Relrgzow' to 
them. Chriſtianity was neither 
accommodated to the '1emper 
and Genius either of Jews or Gen- 
tiles : The Jews were in great ex- 


pectation of a 'Temporal Prizce. 
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at that time to deliver them from 
the Roman Slavery ; and every 
one that would have ſet up for 
fuch a Meſias, might have had 
Followers enough among them, 
as we find afterwards by the 
attempts of Barchocebas and 0- 
thers. But the Meas of the 
Chriſtians wasſodirettly contrary 
to their hopes and expettations, 
being a poor and ſuffering Prince , 
_ thatthisſet themthe more againſt 
tus Followers, becauſe they were 
hereby fruſtrated of their great- 
eſt hopes, and defeated in their 
moſt pleaſing expectations: But 
beſides, if they would have ta- 
ken in the Moſaick Law, it might 
in probability have ſucceeded bet- 
ter; but this St. Paul! would by 
no means hear of. But if they 
rejetted the Jews, methinks they 
ſhould have been willing to have had 
ſome aſſiſtance from the Gentiles. 
No, they Charged them with 
Idolatry where-ever they came, 
and 
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and would not join in any 
of their Worſhip with t 
nor ſo much as Eat of the remazn- 
der of their Sacrifices.- But ſup- 
poſing they had a mind to fet up 
whally a new Se# of their own; 
yet we ſhould think they ſhould 
have framed -it after the moſt 
plauſible manner, and left out all 
thivgs that were moſt liable to 
Reproach and Infamy : But this 
they were fo far trom, that the 
molt contemptible part of - the 
Chriſtian Religion, viz. 4 Cracified 
Savioar, they inſiſt themoſtu 
and Preach it on all Occafions, 
and in.compariſon of it, ftrangel 
deſpiſe all the W:/dom and Philo- 
ſophy of the Greeks. What did 
theſe Men mean, if Chriſtiaxity 
had been only a contrivance .of 
theirs? It they had but left our 
this one Circumſtance, un all Hu- 
mane. probability, the excellent 
moral Precepts in Chriſtianity 
would have been Iighly mag- 
nitied 
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nified among all thoſe who had 
been bred up under the InſtruEti- 
ons of Philoſophers. Nay, they 
would not make uſe of the mot 
commendable Methods of Hu- 
mane Wiſdom ; nor do as the 
v2 uits have done in China, make 
Men have a better. opinion of the 
Religion they brought, for their 
Skill in Mathematicks and Aſtrono- 
ny ; but as much as it was poſh- 
ble, | to let the World ee it was 
no contrivance of Humane W1{- 
dom, they ſhunned all the ways 
of ſhewing it in the manner of 
Its propagation. Nay, when the 

People would have given the 

Apoſtles Divine Worſhip, never 

were vain Men more concerned 

to have it, than they to oppoſe 

it; And do theſe things look like 

the Actions of Men that deſigned 

only to make themfelyes great, 

by ring the Heads of a new Sect 
of Religion ? 


2. Men 
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2, Men that made it their de- 
ſign to deceive the World, if 
they had thought it neceſſary to 
bring 1n any matter of Story con- 
cerning the Author of their Rel:- 
g1i0n, would have placed it at ſuch 
a aiſtance of Time, that it was not 
capable of being diſproved : As 
it 1s apparent in the Hearhen My- 
thology; for the Stories were 
ſuch, as no Perſon could ever 
pretend to confute them, other- 
wiſe than by the inconliſtency of 
them with the common Princi- 
ples of Religion. But if we ſup- 
poſe Chriſtianity to: have been a 
meer device, would the Apoſtles 
have been {ſo ſenſeleſs to have 
laid the main Proof of their 
Religion on a thing which was 
but newly acted, and which 
they were very capable of en- 
quiring into all the Circumltan- 
ces that related to it, vzz. the 
Reſurreition of Chriſt from the 


Dead? We may ee by the whole 
D de- 
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deſign of the New Teſtament, the 
great ſtreſs of Chriſtianity was laid 
upon the Truth of this ; to this, 
Chriſt himſelf appealed before 
hand : To this all the Apoſtles re- 
ter as the mighty confirmation 
of their Religion 3 and this they 
deliver .as a thing which them- 
{elves had ſeen, and had conver- 
{ed with him for 4o Days toge- 
ther, with all the demonſtrati- 
ons 1maginable of a true and real 
Boay : And that not to one or 
two credulous Perſons, but {ſo 
many of them who were hard 
to be ſatisfied, and one, not with- 
out the moſt ſenſible Evidence ; 
but beſides theſe, they tell us of 
500 at once who ſaw him. whereof 
many were then living, when thole 
things were Written. Now I 
pray tell me what Religion 1n the 
World ever put it felt upon 1o 
fair a Tryal as this? Of a plain 
Matter of FaCt, as capable of be- 
ing atteſted as any could be. 
Why 
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Why did not Amida, or Brahma, 
or Xaca, or any other of the 
Authors of the preſent Religions 
of the Eaſt-Indies ? Why aid not 
Orpheus, or Numa, or any other 
Introducers of Religious Cuſtoms 
among the Greeks or Romans ? Or 
Mahomet among the Arabians, put 
the ifſue of the 'Fruth of their 
Religion, on ſuch a plain and eaſie 
Trialasthis? If youlay, That Chriſt 
appeared only to his Friends, who 
were ready to believe ſuch things, and 
not among his Enemies: T Anſwer, 
That though they were his 
Friends, yet they were very hard 
to be per{waded of the 7ruth of 
itat firſt; and afterwards gave 
larger Teſtimonies of their Fide- 
lity than the Teſtimony of the 
Treatelt Enemies would havebeen; 
tor we ſhould have had only 
their bare Woras for it, ( if the 

would have given that, which 
15 very queſtionable, conſidering 
their dealing with rhe other Mz- 
D 2 racles 
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raclesof Chriſt : ) But the Apoſtles 
manifeſted their Szncerity by all 
real Proofs that could be thought 
ſufficient. to ſatiske Mankind ; 
appealing to the very Perſons 
who were concerned the moſt in 
it, having a hand in the Death 
of Chrijt, declaring their great- 
eſt readineſs to ſuffer any thing 
rather than deny the Truth of it, 
and laying down rheir Lives at 
laſt for it. If all this had been 
a meer Fiction, how unlikely 
Is it, that among ſo many as 
were con{cious of it, no one 
Perſon*by Hopes or Fears, by 
Flatteries or 'Threatnings, could 
ever be 'prevailed upon to deny 
the Truth of it? If there had 
been any ſuch thing, what Tri- 
umphing had there been among 
the Jews; and no doubt his Name 
had been Recorded to Poſterity 
among the Writers, both of Jews 
and Gewtiles, that were profeſſed 
Enemies of Chriſtianity ? But 
they 


+ 
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they are all wondertully filent 
in this matter ; and. ia{fead of 
laying enough to overthrow. the 
1ruth of Chriſtianity, as you ſeem 
to ſuggeſt, I do aſlureygu,. lam 
mightily confirmed inthe Belief 
of the "Truth of it, by ..careful- 
ly obſerving .the {hghtgels of 
the Objections that were made 
againſt it, by its molt profeſſed 
Enemies. / 

But you ſeem to imply, That 
all this Story concerning Chriſt was 
invented long after the pretended time 
of his being in the World, Why 
may not you as well ſuſpect, that 
Julius Ceſarlived before Romulus, 
or that Aug«ſtas lived at the Siege 
of Troy? For you might as well 
reject all Hiſtory upon ſuch 
Grounds as thoſe you alhgn ; and 
think Mahomet as right in his 
Chroxolog y, as the Bible, It 1s 
time for us to burn all our Books, 
if we have lived in {uch a Cheat 
all , this while. Methinks you 

= > = 
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might as well ask, whether Lu- 
cretia were not Pope Joan? Or 
Alexander the Sixth, one of the 
Roman Emperors? Or whether 
Luther were not the Emperor of 
Turky ? For there 1s no greater 
evidence of any Hiſtory in the 
World, than there is, that all the 
things reported in the New Te- 
ſtament were done at that 
time, when they are pretended 
to be. 

4. Therefore we offer this 
Story of the New Teſtament to be 
compared with all the Circumſt an- 
ces of that Age , delivered by any 
other Hiſtorians, to try it any 
Inconſiſtencies can be found there- 
in: Which'is themoſt reaſonable 
way can be taken to diſprove 
any Hiſtory. If it could be 
proved, that there could be no 
{uch Taxation of the Empire as 1s 
mention'd in the time of Arugu- 


ſftues, that Herod did not live in 


that ee, or that the Jews were 
nor 
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not under the Roman Government, 
or that there were no High Prieſts 
at that time, nor the Secs of 
Phariſeesand Saducees,or thatthere 
were any other remarkable Cha- 
raters of time ſet down in the 
Hiſtory of the New Teſtament , 
which could be manifeſtly dif- 
proved ; there were ſome pre- 
tence to call in Queſtion the 
Truth of the Story ; but there 
is not the leaſt Foundation for 
any ſ{cruple on this account ; All 
o_ agreeing ſo well with the 
truelt accounts we have of that 
Age, both from Joſephus and the 
Roman Hiſtory. 1 ſhall not inſiſt 
on the particular Teſtimony of Jo- 
ſephus concerning Chriſt, becauſe 
we need it not ; and it thoſe who 
queſtion it, would proceed with 
the ſame ſeverity again(t many 
other particular Paſlages in good 
Authors, they might as well call 
them 1n Arey (5 as they do thar ; 
fince it is confeſſed, that all the 
D 4 An: 
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Ancient Manuſcripts have it in 
them, and ſuppoſing that 1t doth 
not come in well, muſt we fup- 
poſe it impoſſible tor Joſephus to 
Write incoherently ? Yet this is 
the main Argument that ever I 
have ſeen urged againſt this Te- 
ſtimony of Joſephus. But I ſay, 
we need it not; all other things 
concurring in {o high a degree to 
prove the Trurh of the Hz:ſtory of 
Chriſt. Yet ſince you ſeem to 
expreſs ſo much donbttulneſs con- 
cerning it, 4s though it were framed 
when there was no one living capable 
of diſprovins it , give me leave to 

ew you the great abſurdity of 
ſuch a Suppoſtion. 1, Becauſe 
we have the plain Teſtimonies of 
the greateſt Enemies of Chri/t:- 
anity, that there was ſuch a Per- 
ſon as Chriſt was, who ſuffered 
according to the Secripture-Story. 
For T-acit#s not only mentions the 
Chriſtians as {uftering at Rome for 
their Relig1on 1n the time of Nero, 
| (Annat, 


of the Scriptures Anfr wered. 
{ Annal. 15.) but faith, That the 


Author of this Relizion was one 
Chriſt, who ſuffered under Pontius 
Pilate, Procurator of Judea, in 
the time of Tiberius ; which 1s an 
irrefragable Teſtimony of the 
Truth of the 'Story concerning 
Chriſt, in an Age, when if ut 
had been falſe, nothing could 
have been more eaſily deteCted 
than fucha Fiction, by the num- 
ber of Jews which were continu- 
ally at Rome: *And neither Julian, 
nor Celſzs, ' nor Porphyrie, nor 
Lucian,didever queſtion theTruth 
of the Story it ſelf ; but only wp- 
braided theChr:/tians for attribu- 
ting too much to Chriſf. 2. Tf 
there were really fuch a Perſon as 
Chriſt was, who ſuffered as 
Tacitas faith , «then the whole 
Story could not bea Fiction, but 
only {ome part of it ; and thefe 
additional parts: mult either be 
contrived by the Apoſtles, or after 
their time : Not after their time, 

tor 
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for then they mult be added after 
Chriſtianity was received in the 
World, for that, as appears by 
Tacitus, was ſpread in the Apo- 
feles times as far as Rome ; and it 
theſe parts were not received with 
it ; the Cheat would preſently 
have been diſcover'd as ſoon as 
broached, by thoſe who had 
embraced Chri/tianity before: And 
beſides, Tertulliar in his time ap- 
tothe Authentick Writings of 
the Apoſtles themſelves, which 
were then extant, wherein the 
fame things were contained, that 
we now believe : It thele things 
then were forged, it muſt be by 
the Apoſtles themſelves; and I 
dare now appeal to you, whether 
ever any Story was better capable 
of being diſproved than this was, 
if it had not been true, ſince it 
was publiſhed in that very time 
and place, where the Perſons 
were living, who were moſt 
concerned to diſprove it : As ap- 


pears 
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pears by the hatred of the Jews to 
the Chr:i/tians, both thenaad ever 
ſince : Which is a very obſerva- 
ble Circumſtance for proving the 
truth of Chriſtian Religion; forthe 
Jews and Chriſtians agreed in the 
Divine Revelations of old, the 
Chriſtians believed moreover,that 


Chriit was the Meſſias promiſed ; 
this Chri#t lived and dyed among . 


the Jews his Enemies ; his 

ftles Preached, and wrought Mi- 
racles among their moſt inve- 
terate Enemies, which Men 
that go about to deceive never 
care to do: And to this Day the 
Jews do not deny the Matters of 
Fait, but look on them as inſuf- 
ficient to prove Jeſws of Nazareth 
to have been the Meſtas: Nay, 
Mahomet himſelf, who in all pro- 
bability would have overthrown 
the whole Story of the New Te- 
ſ[tament, if he could have done 
it with any colour, yet ſpeaks 


very honourably of Chr:## and of 


the 
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the great things which were ſaid 
and (done by him. 

5. That there is nothing in the 
Chriſtian Religion, unbecoming 
the Majeſty, or Holineſs, or Truth 
of a Divine Revelation. As to the 
Precepts, jou acknowledge their Ex- * 
cellency ; and the Promiſes chiefly 
refer either to divine Grace, or 
Future Glory; And what is there 
herein-unbecoming God? And as 
to what concerns the Trath of it, 
we have as great: Characters of 
that throughout, as it is pothble 
for us to expect ; there appear- 
ing {omuch {tmplicity, finceri- 
ty, candour, and agreement 1n 
all the Parts of it. Some Men 
would have been better pleaſed, 
it may be, it it had been all writ- 
ten by one.Perſon, and digeſted 
to a more exact Method, and 
ſet forth with all the Laghts and 
Ornaments of Speech. This 
would have better become an 
Invention of Men, but not a 
Ke- 
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Revelation of God : Plainneſs and 
Simplicity have a natural great- 
neſs above Artand Subtilty ; and 
therefore God made choice of 
many to write, and at ſeveral 
times, that by comparing them 
we may ſee how far they were 
from contriving together, and 
yet how exactly they agree in all 
things which Men are concerned 
to believe. But you ſay, We have 
many Infirmities of the Apoſtles drſ- 
covered therein, their Heats and A- 
aimoſities one againit another. But 
I pray conſider; 1. How came 
you to know theſe things? Is it 
not by their own Writings? And 
if they had been- ſuch, who 
minded only their Applauſe, had 
it not been as caſte to have con- 
cealed theſe things? And would 
they not certainly have done it, 
if that had been their aim? It 
St. Paul ſeems to boa#t, doth he not 
do it, with that conſtraint to 
himſelf, as a Man that 1s forced 
to 
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to do it for his own Vindication 
againſt malicious Enemies? And 
who ever denyed a Man of a 
enerous Mind, the Liberty of 
pong for himſelf? 2. But 
uppoſe they had Infirmities and 
Heats among them; doth this 
prove that God could not make 
uſe of them as his Inſtruments, to 
declare his Tr«th to the World ? 
Then it will follow, that God 
muſt never reveal his Will by 
Mez, but by Voices from Heaven, 
or Angels, or the Aſſumption of 
the Humane Nature by the Divine, 
But, if God be denyed the Li- 
berty of imploying meer Men, 
we cannot find 1o great Eviden- }. 
ces of Piety and Zeal, of Humi- 
lity and Self-denyal, of Patience 
apd Magnanimity, of Innocency 
and umverſal Charity in any 
Men, as were in the Apoſtles ; 
And therefore did appear with 
the moſt proper Charatters of 
Embaſſadors frora Heaven. And 
I 
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I dare venture the compariſon of 
them with the beſt Phzloſophers, 
as to the greateſt and moſt ex- 
cellent Virtues, for which t 
were the moſt admired, not- 
withſtanding the mighty differ- 
ence as to their Education ; al- 
lowing but the ſame Truth as to 
the Story of the New Teſtament, 
which we yield to Xenophon, or 
Diogenes Laertius, or any other 
Writers concerning them. 

But what is it -then, which 
you object againit the Writings 
of the New Teſtament, to make 
them inconſiſtent with the Wiſ- 
dom of God? TI find but two 
things 1n the Papers you ſent me. 
1. Want of the continuance of the 
Power of Miracles, which you ſay 
z promiſed, Mark 16.17. 2. The 
Number of the Beaſt in the Reve- 
lations. But, Good Sir, confi- 
der, what it is to call inqueſtion, 
a Divine Revelation for tuch Ob- 
jections as theſe are? Muſt _ 
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be no Revelation, unleſs.you un- 


derſtand every Prophecy, or the 
extent of every Promiſe ? Be not 
ſo injurious to your own Soul, 
for the ſake of ſuch ObjeCtions, to 
caſt away the great Aſſurance 
which the Chr:ftiav Religion 
gives us, as to the Pardon of. Sin 
upon Repentance here, and Eter- 
nal Happineſs in another World. 
Would you reject all the Wri- 
tings of Plato, becauſe you do no 
more underſtand ſome part of his 
Timeas thanthe Number of 666 ? 
You muſt have a very nice Faith, 
that can bare with no Dithculties 
at all, ſo that it there be but one 
or two hard things that you can- 
not digeſt, you mult throw up all 
the beit Food you have taken ; at 
this rate you mult ſtarve your 
Body, as well as ruin your Soul. 
But of theſe Plaees afterwards. 

. I have hitherto removed 
the Grounds of Suſpicion ; I now 


come to ſhew the politive Te- 
{timonies 
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ſtimonies of their Sincerity which 
the Apoſtles ſhewed, which were 
greater than were ever gun to 
any other Matter of Fact in the 
World. T will then ſuppoſe the 
whole Truth of the C br. biams Do- 
&rin to be reduced to this one 
Matter of Fa&, Whether Chri/t 
did riſe ſrom the dead or no? for a 
I have {aidalready) it is plain, the 
Apoſtles pat the main force of a 
that they ſaid upon the Truth of 
this ; and often declared, that 
they were appointed, to be the 
Witneſſes of this thing: Now 
let us conſider how, it 15 poſſible 
for Men. to give the higheſt aſly- 
rance of their. $:xcerity to others ; 
and that muſt be either by giving 
the utmoſt Teſtimony, that Men 
can give; or by giving ſome Te- 
ſtimony. above that 'of Men , 
which cannot deceive, which is 
the Teſtimony of God. 
1. They, gave the utmoit Te 
ſtimony that meer om could give 
O 
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rare as toany humane Teſtimo- 
WE than to conſider what thoſe 
Circumſtances are which are 
poperally allowed to accompany 
"Truth, and if we have the con- 
carrence of all theſe, we have 
a5/ much as can be expetted : For 
Tiothing that depends '6n Teſt i- 
-70ny can be proved by Mathema- 
Yctl Demonſtration. *But'hotwith- 
Randing the want'sf this, either 
we may havefttficientGround'to 

nt to Trath upon Teſtimony, or 


 Uktrechnbe nodifferetnce/known 


berween 17th and Falſhood by 
Hitrane Teſtimony; Which over- 
throws all Judicial Proceedings 
among Meti; 'the Juſtice where- 
of * doth ſuppoſe not ' only the 
veracity of Flnmane'Teſtimony ; But 
that it may be fo diſcerned by 
others, that they may ſafely re- 
ly upon it. Now the main things 
to be Tegarded as to'the Truth of 

: Hu 
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Humane T eftimony are theſe. 1. If 
Men teſtifie nothing but what 
they ſaw. 2. It they teſtifie it 
at no/long diſtance of time from 
the Thmg done. 3. If they te- 
ſtifie it plainly, and without 
doubtful Expreſſions. 4. It a 

reat number agree 4n the ſame 

eftimony. 5. If they part with 
all that 1s valuable to Mankind, 
rather than deny the Truth of 
what they have teſtihed : And 
whereall theſe concur, it is hard- 
ly poſſible to ſuppoſe greater Evi- 
dence to be given of the Truth of 
a Thing; and now I ſhall ſhew 
that all theſe do exattly agree to 
the Apoſtles Teſtimony, concerning 
the Reſwrrettion of Chri#t. 

1, They teſtified nothing but 
what they ſaw themſelves. The 
Laws of Nations do ſuppoſe that 
greater Credit 1s to-be given to 
Eye-Witnefſes, than to any others ; 
thence the Rule in theCivil Law, 
Teſtimoniam de auaitu revulariter 

E 2 non 
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nonwvalet : Becauſe, ſay the Ciwyli- 
ans and Canoniſts, Witneſſes are to 
teſtifie the Truth, and not barely the 
poſſibility of Things ; that which 
Men ſee, they can teſtifie whether 
they are or not: That which 
Men only hear, may be, or not 
be; and their Te/ft;mony 1s not 
of the Fa#, but is looked on 
as more uncertain, and ought to 
have greater allowances - given 
it; but the Apoſtles teſtified 0n- 
ly what they ſaw aud handled , and 
that after the- moſt ſcrupulous 
Haquey into the Truth of Chriſts 
Boay, and after many Doubts and 
S4ſpicionsamong themſelvesabout 
it ; {o that they did not ſeem ha- 
ſtily and raſhly to believe what 
they afterwards declared to the 
World. Now a Body was a pro- 
per object of Senſe, and no tryal 
could be greater,or more accurate 
than theirs was.; nor any fatisfa- 
ction fuller than putting their 
Fingers 1nto the very Wounds of 
the pierced Sjde, 2. They 
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2, They did not ſtay till the 
Circumſtances might haveſlipt out 
of their Memories, before they 
teſtified theſe Things ; but very 
{oon after, while the impreſſion 
of them was freſh upon them : 
If they had let theſe Matters a- 
lone for any long time, the Jews 
would have asked them preſent- 
ly, If theſe things were true, 
why did we not hear of them 
as ſoon as they were done ? 
Therefore we ſee the Apoſtles 
on the very Day of Pernteco#, a 
little after Chriſts Aſcenſion to 
Heaven , openly and boldly 
declare the Truth of theſe things, 
not in private corners among a 
few Friends, but in the moſt ſo- 
lemn Meeting of their Nation 
from all Parts; which was the 
worſt time could have been cho- 
ſen, if they had any intention to 
deceive. 

3. They teſtifie it in as plain 4 
manner as 1s poſſible, on purpaſe 
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to prevent all Miftakes of their 
meaning, This Jeſus hath God 
raiſed up, whereof we all are Wit- 
neſſes ; Therefore let all the Houſe of 
Iſrael know aſſuredly, that God hath 
made that ſame Jeſus, whom ye have 
crucified, both Lord and Chri#t, Men 
that had a mind to deceive,would 
have uſed ſome more general 
and doubtful Words, than theſe 
were. 

4. If this had been teſtified by 
one ſingle Witneſs, the World 
would have ſuſpected rhe T ruth 
of his Teſtimony ; for according 
tothe Rule in the C:zvi/ Lawin the 
caſe of Teſtimony, Vox unius, vox 
nullias eft : But this was _—_ 
by very many ; not meerly b 
che ranive Apoſtles, but by ooo 
at once ; among whom ſome 
might be ſuppoled to have fo 
much Honeſty, or at leaſt capa- 
ble of being perſwaded to have 
diſcovered the Impoſture, it they 
had in the leaſt ſuſpected any. 

5. But 
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5. But that which adds the 
greateſt weight to all this; 1s, 
'That there was not one of all the 
Apoſtles,and ſcarce any one of the 
re{t, but expoſed themſelyes to 
the utmoſt Hazards and Dangers, 
rather than deny or retract the 
Truth of what they witneſſed. 
If the People had been careleſs 
and indifferent about Religion, it 
is poſſible Men might have 
yons on in a Lye ſo long till they 

ad gotten Intereſt enough to 
maintain it ; but no ſooner did 
the Apoſtles appear, witneſſing 
theſe Things, but rhey met with 
an early and vigorous oppolition, 
and that from the chietelt Men 19 
Power, who made it their buli- 
neſs to ſuppreſs them. Now 1n 
this caſe, they were put to thus 
choice, if they would renounce 
or conceal the Truth of what 
they teſtified they might pre- 
ſently enjoy eaſe, and it may be, 
rewards too ; but it they went on, 
E 4 they 
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they muſt look for nothing but 
the ſharpeſt Perſecution; and this 
they met with almoſt in all Pla- 
ces; and 1s it conceivable, that 
Men ſhould be ſo ford of a Lye, 
to forſake all and follow it, and 
at laſt to take up their Croſs forit ? 
If Credit and Intereſt in the Hearts 
of People, might carry a Man 
on a great way in the Deluſion, 
yet he would be loth to dye for 
it; andyet there was never a one 
of the Apoſtles, but ventured his 
Life for the Truth of this ; and all 
but one, they tell us, did ſuffer 
pom neg for it. I pray, Sir, 
conſider, where you ever meet 
with any thing like this, that ſo 
many Men ſhould fo reſolutely 
die , for what themſelves at the 
{ame time knew to be a Lie; and 
that they muſt certainly do, if 
it were all a contrivance of their 
own Heads. 

2. But although in theſe things 
they went as high as it was pr 
ible 
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ſible for Humane Teſtimony to go, 
yet they had ſomething beyond 
all this, which was a Concarrexce 
of a Divine Teſtimony, in the mi- 
raculous Gifts and Operations of the 
Holy Gho#t. And this we aſſert 
to be the higheſt Teſtimony can 
be given in the World, of a 
Truth of any thing ; becauſe God 
will not employ Pi Power to de- 
ceive the World, And as all 
other Trath hath aCriterion proper 
to 1t ; ſo this ſeems to be the pro- 
per Criterion ofa Divine Teſtimony, 
that it hath the Power of Miracles 
going along with it. For if we 
| do {uppoſe God to make known 
his Mind to the World, it is very 
reaſonable to believe there ſhould 
be ſome diſtinguiſhing Note of what 
is immediately from God, and 
what comes only from the inver- 
tions of Mex ; and what can be 
more proper to diſtinguiſh what 
comes from God, and what from 
Men, than to fee thoſe _ 

one 
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done which none but God can do? 
But againſt this you objett ſeveral 
Things, which I ſhall eafily and 
briefly Anſwer. 

I. Tou cannot tell what it is that 
Mtzracles do atteit ; not all their Do- 
Grin, ſince Paul ſaid, ſome was 
not from the Lord. An\w. Mira- 
cles do atteſt the veracity of the 
> 8. and by conſequence the 

ruth of the Dottrin ; not that you 
ſbould believe that to be from theLord, 
which he ſaid was not ; but that 
which he ſaid , was from the 
Lord. But when he makes {uch 
a diſtinQtion himſelf, 1t 1s very 
unreaſonable to urge that as an 
Argument , that he had worhing 

from the Lord ; it 15 much rather 
- an Argument of his Candor and 


Ingenuity, that he would not 
pretend to Divine Revelation, 
when he had it nor. 

2. Tou would have it ſignified, 
what Doitrin it is which js atteſted | 
by. Miracles , fince the Dottrjns of 

S6r t- 


of the D eriptures Anſwered. 


Scriptue bye in Heaps and Confaſion. 
Anſw. To what purpoſe ſhould 


any DoCctrins be ſingled out to. 


have the Seal of Mzracles ſet to 
them , ſince it is their Divine 
Commiſſion to Teach and Declare 
the Will of God, which is ſealed b 
it ? And what they did fo Teac 
and Declare, is eaſily known by 
their Writings. 

3. But why do not Miracles "ara 
continue ? Anſw. Becauſe there 
are no Perſonsemploy'd to Teach 
any new Dotrines ; and no Pro- 
miſe of Scripture doth imploy any 
more : For the Sizzs which were 
to follow them that believe, were 
ſuch as tended to the firit confir- 
mation of the Chriſtian Fatth ; 


which being effected, their uſe +» 


ceaſed; and ſo to ask why God 
doth not continue a Gift of Ms- 
racles to convince Men that the 
former were true, is to the ſame 
purpoſe as to ask why God doth 
not 
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not make a New $4ux, to fſatisfie 
Athieſts that he made the 01d ? 

4. But doth not the Scripture ſay, 
That Wonders are not always to be 
taken as Confirmations of the Truth 
of Dottrin, ſince falſe Prophets may 
work Wonders, Deuteron. 13. 1, 
Anſw, That ſignifies no more, 
than that W, w_ are not to be 
believed againſt the Principles of 
Nataral Religion ; or Revealed 
Religion already confirmed b 
greater Miracles : And that thoſe 
who would value ſuch a particu- 
lar Sign above all the ſeries of Mz- 
racles their Religion was firſt eſta- 
bliſhed by, may be juſtly left to 
theirown Delaſions. You might 
as.well object the lying Wonders 
of, the Man of Sin , againſt all 
the Miracles of Chriſt and his Apo- 
ffles. If God hath once done 
enough to convince Men , he 
may afterwards juſtly leave them 
to the tryal of their Ingenuity ; 
as a Father that hath uſed great 
Care 
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care. to make his'Son underſtand 
true Coin, may afterwards ſuffer 
falſe to be laid before him, to try 


whether he will mind his being 


Cheated or no ? 

5. But you may yet fartherde- 
mand, What the 'Teſt imony of Mi- 
racles doth ſignifie to the Writings of 
the New Teſtament ? Anſw. 1:"The 
Miracles do ſufficiently prove the 
Authority of that DoCtrin, which 
was delivered by thoſe who 
wrought Miracles ; as Chriſt and 
his Apoſtles. 2. If there had 
been the leaftGround to queſtion 
the Truth and Authority of theſe 
Writings, they had never been 
ſo univerſally received in thoſe 
Ages, when ſo many. were con- 
cerned to enquire into-the- Truth 
of theſe things ; for-we ſee-ſc- 
veral of the Books were a-long 
time. examined, and at laſt, 
when no {ufficient Reaſon -could 
be brought againſt them, they 
were received by thoſe Churches, 


which 
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which at firſt ſcrupled the re- 


ceiving them : And I am fo far 


from thinking the Doubts of the 
firſt Ages, any Argument againſt 
the Authority of a Book, that b 
the Objections of ſome anal 
ſome of them, IT am ther 
aſſured, that they did not pre- 
{ently receive any Book, becauſe 
it went under the Name of an 
Apoſtolical Writing : AsTam the 
more confirmed 1n the belief of 
the Reſurrettion of Chriſt, be- 
cauſe ſome of the Dyſciples 
were at firſt very doubtful about 
it. 
6. You may yet ask , What 
doth all this ſrgmifie to the Writings 
of the Old Teſtament , which were 
written at 4 longer diſtance of Time 


from us, and in a more Tenorant 


Age of the World? Anſw. There 
cannot be a more evident Proof 
of the Old Teſtament , than by 
the New : For if the New be 
true , the 0/4 muſt be ſo, which 

| was 
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was confirmed ſo plainly and 
evidently by it ; our Savioer and 
his Apoſtles appealing to Moſes 
and the Prophets on all occaſions. 
So that the ſame Mzracles which 
prove their Teſtimony true, do 
at the ſame time prove the Di- 
vine, Authority of the Old Tefta- 
mend. [ince it 1s {o expreſly faid 
in the New, That Holy Men of God 
did Speak as they were moved by the 
Holy Gho#t, 

Bur after all this, You urge, 
That you have diſcover'd ſuch 
things 1n theſe W ritings,as could 
not come from God ; as 

I. Contradittions in them. 2. 
Some things -inconſijtent with the 
Wiſdom of God. 3. Promiſes made 
that were never fulfilled. 4. Thinzs 
ſo obſcure as no onecan tell the mean- 
ing of them. Under theſe four 
Heads, I ſhall examine the par- 
ticular Allegations you bring 


againſt the Scriptures. 
1. Under 
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1. Under the Head of Contra: 
diftions, you infiſt on the Prophecy 
Gen. 15. 13, 14, 15, 16. made to 
Abraham concerning his Poſterity.; 
compared with the Accompliſhment 
mentioned, Fxod. 12. 40, 41. 
And the force of your Argument 
lyes in this, That the Prophecy in 
Geneſis doth imply that theServitude 
of the Children of I{racl im Egypt 
was to be 400 Tears ; or 430 ſaith 
Exod. but both theſe are repugnant 
to other places of Scripture, which * 
make their abode in Egypt not to 
exceed 215 Tears ;, or at thehighest, 
by the number of Generations, could | 
not exceed 350 Tears ,.' ſtraching © 
them to the utmoit advantage, 'To | 
this, which you lay fo much 
Weight upon, I Anſwer dt- 
ſtinctly, 

1, By your own Confeſſion , 
ſuppoſing the 430 Years to begin 
from the Covenant made with 
Abraham , the accompliſhment 


mentioned , Exod. 12. 40. doth 
| fall 
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fall out exactly in the time of 
the Childeren of Iſraels going out 
of Egypt, for you have proved 
from Seripture , that from the 
Covenant with Abraham to Jacobs 
being in Egypt, were 215 Years; 
to which you add, that Coath 
being ſuppoſed 5 Tears Old at the 
going into Egypt ; and that at 
70 Tears he Begat Amram, and 
that Amram at 70 Begat Moſes, 
to which Moſes his 80 Tears being 
added, makes up the other 215 Tears, 
whereby we have the full 4.30 Tears, 
by your own Computation. Now, 
Sir, I pray conſider what reaſon 
you have to charge the Scripture 
with contradiction in a Matter 
your ſelf acknowledges, fo ex- 
attly accompliſhed 1n this way 
of Computation. 

2. But you fay, The Words 
will not bear this ; becauſe they 
ſpeak of the 400 Nears to expire 
in their Servitude in Egypt. 
Anſw, For this we mult conſt- 
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der the importance of the Words 
both in Gereſis and Exodus. T here 
is not a Word of Egypt mention- 
ed in Gereſis ; but only in ge- 
neral it is laid , Thy Seed ſhall be 
a Stranger inthe Land that is not 
theirs, and ſhall ſerve them, aud 
they ſhall afflif them 400 Tears ; 
and it will conduce very much 
to the right underſtanding this 
Prophecy to conſider the main 
Scope and Delign of it, which 
was not to tell Abraham how ' 
long they ſhould be in Servi- 
tuae to the Egyptians, but how 
long it would be before his Seed 
ſhould come to the Poſſeſſion of | 
the promiſed Lazd ; And it ſeems | 
Abraham by the Queſtion, Gen. | 
15. 7. 8. did expect to have | 
the Inheritance of this Land iz | 
his own time; To this there- 
fore God Anſwers, by telling 
him, he meant no ſuch thing, 
but it was intended for hs Seed, 
and that not ſuddenly "_— ; 
or 
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for they were to tarry #4l{ the Ini- 
quity of the Amorites ſhould be full 
which would not be till the fowrt 

Generation and then his Seed 
ſhould after 400 Tears, come to 
the Poſſeſſion of the Promiſed Land ; 
but in the mean time they were to 
ſojourn in a Land that was not 
theirs, and to meet with many 
Harajhips and Dijficalties, This 
is plainly the Scope of this Pro- 
phecy, and by attending. to it, 
the great Objections preſently 
appear without force ; for the 
Land of Canaaz notwithſtand- 
ing the Promiſe, was by the 
Patriarchs themſelves looked on 
as a Land wherein they were 
Strangers. So Abraham faith Gen. 
23.4. 1 ama Stranger and a So- 
Journer with you ; and which is 
more remarkable in the bleſſing 
of Jacob by Iſaac, to. whom the 
Promiſe was made, it 1s faidg 
And give thee the Bleſſing of Abra- 
ham to thee, and to thy Seed, that 
thou mayeſt inherit the Land wherein 
F 2 thou 


77 


Objeft ions againit the Authority 


thou art a Stranger, which God 
gave unto Abraham, Gen. 28. 4. 
Where the very {ame Word is 
uſed concerning Jacob, that 1s 
expreſled in the Prophecy, Gey. 
15.13. SO that the Patriarchs 
looked on themſelves as Strangers 
inthe Land of Canaan, fo long 
after the promiſe made, and after 
the creaſe of the Seed of Abra- 
ham: And therefore the Lazd of 
Canaan was called Terra Peregri- 
nat wonum, the Laza wherein they 
were Straxgers; Gen. 36.7. — 
37.1. And when God was call- 
ing the People of 1/rae! together 


out of Egypt, yet then the Laxd | 


of Canaan was called by the ver 

ſame Title, the Lazd of their Pil- 
grimage, wherein they were Stran- 
gers, Exod. 6. 4. And P/. 105. 
9, IO, II, 12, 13, Where we 
have a full account of the Pro- 
miſe made to Abraham, Iſaac, and 
Jacob, concerning the Inheritance 
of that Land it is ſaid, That they 


mere 


| 
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were few, and Strangers in it, when 
they went from one Nation t9 ano- 
ther, from one Kingdom to another 
People. Which doth fully ex- 
plain the meaning of the Pro- 
phecy 1n Geneſis, and that it 1s 
not to be reſtrained. to the ſervi- 
tude of the People of Iſrael in Egypt, 
but to be underſtood of their 


ſtate of Pilgrimage for 400 Years, 


wherein they were to ſuffer great 
Hardſhips , before they ſhould 
come to the Inheritance of Ca- 
naan. This is no forced or unnatu- 
ral Expoſition of the Words, as you 
{cem to ſuggeſt ; but to my ap- 
prehenſion, very plain and eaſe, 
if we attend to the main Scope 
and Deſign of them which was 
to acquaint Abraham how long 
it would be before the Prophecy 
were accompliſhed, and what 
the condition of his Seed ſhould 
be the mean time, viz. That 
they (bould have no Land which they 
(bould call their own by Inheritaxce 
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all that time, but they ſhould be 
expoſed to great Hardſhips, yea even 
fo Servitude;, but that Nation 
whom they ſhould ſerve, ſhould at 
laſt ſuffer for their ill uſage of them, 
and they ſhould come out of that 
Captivity with great Subſtance ; 
and all this to be done in the fourth 
Generation of the Amorites when 
ther Iniquities ſhould be arrived at 
the full Jeighe. All which Particu- 
lars, were ſo remarkably accom- 
pliſhed at ſuch a diſtance of time, 
and under ſuch improbable Cir- 
cumſtances, that this very Pro- | 
phecy were enough to convince 
an unprejudiced Mind, that it | 
came from Divine Inſpiration. | 
For where do we meet with | 
any thing like this in the Hiſto- 
ries of other Nations ? 'vsz. A 
Prophecy to be accompliſhed 
400 Years after, and the very 
manner foretold, which no hu- 
mane Conjecture could reach to, 


ſince the manner of deliverance 
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of the People of 1/7ael out of their 
Captivity in Egypt, was to all 
humane appearance ſo impoſſi- 
ble a thing, eſpecially at ſuch a 
time when the Spirits of the 
People were ſunk and broken 
by ſo long a Slavery: And not 
only the manner foretold , but 
the accompliſhment happened 
to a Day, according to Exodus 
12.41. And it came to paſs at the 


end F 4 the 43o Tears, even the 
fel ame day it came to paſf, that 
all the Hoſts of the Lord went out 
from the Land of Egypt. But 
againſt this you object, That the 
ſojourning is ſpoken of the Children 
of Iſrael :» Egypt for 430 Tears ; 
which cannot hold good any ways ; 
ſince, to make it up, the times of 
Abraham, Iſaac, azd Jacob, 
muit be taken in, who could not 
be called the Children of Iſrael. 
Anſw. For the 43o Years, I 
Frant, that according to St. Pau, 


they did commence from the 
F 4 Co- 
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Covenant made to Abraham Gal. 
2.17. and that the 4oo Years 
began from JI/aac's being owned 
for the Promiſed Seed ; berween 
which time the 3o Years were 
paſſed ; and all appearance of 
difficulty is avoided, if we ad- 
mit the reading of the beſt Co- 
pies of the LXX. which is in 
theſe words, 'H os mp9innmg may vViey 
"172992, y T2 po Ie y cv yh AigyT]s, CF! 
iy y1 Navan v, aw [ob gi 0; maſepes auJwy 


11 Tileau971% TUar]e, Now the ſ0- 


journing of theChildren of Iſrael who 


awelt in Egypt and Canaan, they 
and their Fathers was 430 Tears. 
This is thereading of our Alexar- 
aria Copy, andthe Complutenſian, 
and that of Aldas, and of Euſe- 
bins in Iis Chronicon, and of 
S. Hizrom 1n his Tranſlation of it ; 
and of the Church in St. Au- 
guſlin's time, and afterwards ; 
and leſt any ſhould rejeCt this 
as a late Interpolation, or Gloſs 
received into the Text, belides 

| theſe 
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theſe Teſtimonies of the Antiqui- 
ty of it, we find the very ſame 
in the Samaritan Copy, which 
the Enemies of it do allow to 
be as ancient as our Sawviours time. * 
And that which very much con- 
firms the Truth of this reading, 
is, That the Jew themſelves fol- 
low the ſenſe of it, who are 
the moſt eagerContenders for the 
Authority of the Hebrew Copy ; 
who all agree, that the beginning 
| of the Computation of the 430 
Years 1s to be taken before the 
Children of Iſraels going into 
Eg ypt : And Menaſſeh Ben Iſrael 
contends, with many others, that 
the 43o Years did begin from 
the Promiſe made to Abraham; 
and the 4o0o from the time of 
[/aac, to which their moſt anci- 
$ cnt Books of Chronology do agree ; 
z and to the ſame purpole ſpeak 
both Philo Judeas, and Joſephus ; 
who although in one place he 
lecems to make the Iſraelites Af- 
flittion 
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fliition in Egypt to have been 400 
Tears, yet when he ſpeaks more 
particularly of it, he makes the 
time of their abode in Egypt to 
have been only 215, and the 430 
to begin from Abrahams entrance 
into Canaan : The Targum of 
Jonathan begins the 43o from 
the Viſion of Abraham, and the 
400 from the Birth of J/aac ; 
all which I mention, to let you 
ſee that the Jews themſelves 
do in ſenſe concur with the 
Samaritan and Greek Copy ; and 
therefore we have more reaſon 
to ſuſpect ſomething left out 
in the preſent Hebrew, than 
any thing added in thoſe 
Copies. But doth not this take 
off from the Authority of the Scrip- 
ture? Not at all : For the on- 
ly Queſtion is about the True 
Reading : And having the con- | 
ſent of the Samaritan, Alexan- | 
arian, and other Copies of the 


ELXX. and of the Ancient 
x Charch : 
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Church; and of the Jews them- 
ſelves as to the ſenſe of it, we 
have reaſon to look on this as 
the truer Reading : Which is 
making no addition to the 
Scripture either as to Perſons 
or Places, but only producing 
the more Authentick Copy ; 
much leſs is this Adding or 
Changing as we pleaſe, for if 
we did this without ſo much 
Authority as we have for it, you 
might as eaſily reject it as we 
produce 1t. 2 

3. After all this, I do not ſee 
the mighty force of your Reaſon 
to charge the Scripture with 
Contradiction , ſuppoſing the 
400 Tears were to be ſpent in the 
ſervitude of the Children of W{rael 
in Egypt. I confels, when TI 
found the Scripture (o boldly, fo 
frequently charged with no leſs 
than Contradiction, I expected 
ſomething like Demonſtration in 
the Caſe, eſpecially in this place 

. which 
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which you choſe to put in the 
Front of all; but I do not find 
any thing like ſuch a proof of a 
Contradiction, ſuppoſing we 
ſhould allow the 400 Years to 
be ſpent in Egypt. Yes, fay 
you, Coath was 5 Tears Old when 
he came down into Egypt, and 
When he had lived there 65 Tears 
he begat Amram, and Amram 
being 70 Tears Old begat Moſes, 
to which Moſes his $o Tears be- 
ing added, we have only 215 
Years, But ſince the Scripture 
doth not aſſhgn, the particu- 
lar Age of any of theſe, when 
they begat their Children , I 
{ce no impoſſibility or repug- 
nancy in the Suppoſition, that 


400 Years ſhould paſs from Le- 


vi's going into Egypt, to the 
Eightieth of Moſes, any more 
than from Sal/mons entrance into 
Canaan to the time of David ; for 
no more are reckoned in Scryptere 
than Boaz the Son of Salon, b 
Raab, 
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Raab, and Obed, and Jeſſe; So 
that by the ſame way, this lat- 
ter may be explained, the for- 
mer may be ſo too. It it be 
ſaid, That either thty begat their 
Children at a great Age, oy that the 
Scripture in Genealogies doth not ſet 
down all the intermediate Parents, 
but only the moſt eminent, (as Caleb 
is called the Son of Eſron. 1 
Chron. 2. 9, 18. although there 
was at leaſt one between them, ) the 
very ſame Anſwer will ſerve to 
clear this part of the Chroyology 
of Scripture from any appearance 
of Contradiction. Theſe things 
_ might have found more 
argely deduced and fully hand- 
led by thoſe Learned Perſons , 
who have undertaken to clear 
the Chronology of Scripture : 
Who were Men of more Judg- 
ment, than from any difhcul- 
ty of this Nature, to call in que- 
{tion the Truth and Authority of 
the ſacred Scriptures; and al- 
though 
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though the Opinions of Chrono- 
logers, are hike the City-Clocks, 
which ſeldom agree, yet ſome 
come nearer the time of the Day 
than -others do; and therefore 
you ought to examine and com- 
pare them before you pronounce 
{o peremptorily about Contra- 
dictions in Scripture, which you 
have no reaſon to do till you find 
that no one Hypotheſis among 
them, wall ſerve to free the Scrip- 
ture from Contradiction : For 

therwiſe, you do but blame the 
Sun, becaule you cannot make 
the Clocks agree. 

This 1sall I can find in your 
Papers under the Head of Con- 
tradictions; and I leave you 
now ſoberly to conſider , whe- 
ther this Place did afford you 
ſuticient Ground for ſo heavy 
a Charge : Butif you ſay , Tox 
have a great many more by you , 
but you ſent me this only for a Try- 
al of my Skill; betore you fend 
any 
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any more; I beſeech you, Sir, 

to conſider 
1., How eaſily things do ap- 
pear to be Contradictions to 
weak, or unſtudied, or pre- 
judiced Minds, which after due 
Conſideration appear to be no 
{uch things. A deep prejudice 
finds a Contradiction in every 
thing; whereas in Truth, no- 
thing but ill Will, and impati- 
ence of conſidering, made any 
thing, it may be, which they 
quarrel at, appear to be {o. 
If I had been of ſuch a quarrel- 
ſome Humour, I would have 
undertaken to have tound out 
more Contradictions in your Pa- 
pers , than you imagine, and 
yet you might have been con- 
fident, you had been guilty ot 
none at all. When I conlider 
the great Pains, and Learning, 
and Judgment, which hath 
been ſhewn by the Chriſtian Wri- 
ters in the Explication of the 
OCr t- 
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Ptures; and the raw, indigeſted 


Objections which ſome love to 
make againſt them, 1f I were to 
judge of things barely by the fit- 
neſs of Perſons to judge of them, 
the diſproportion between theſe, 
would appear out of all compa- 
rifon. A modeſt Man would 
in any thing of this nature fay 
with himfel? Methinks, if there 
were {ſuch Contradictions in the 
Bible, as now ſeem to me; ſo 
many Perſons of incomparable 
Abilities in the Firſt, and latter 
Apes of the Chriſtian Church, 
who have made it their Buſineſs 
to enquire into theſe Things, 
would have diſcerned them be- 
fore me : And yet they retained 
a mighty veneration for the 
Scriptures , as coming from God 
himſelf; and therefore it may 
be only weakneſs of Judgment, 
want of Learning, or ſome ſecret 
Prejudice, may make me ſuſpect 
theſe things ; or elſe I muſt fuf- 

pect 
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ect the honeſty of all thoſe Per- 
ons who have pretended ſuch 
a Devotion to the Scriptures , 
and yet have believed them full 
of Contradictions. 

2. Wherein the ContradiCtion 
appears. Is itin the main and 
weighty parts of the Reljgion re- 
vealed herein; or 1s it only in 
ſome ſmaller Circumſtances as 
to time and place? The great 
thing you are to look after, are 
the Matters thoſe Scriptures tell 
' you your Salvation depends 
upon ; and if there be a full con- 
ſent, and agreement therein ; 
Fou find enough for you to be- 
ieve and practiee. And if ſome 
Comradiflicns ſhould {till ap- 
pear to you in {maller Matters, 
what follows trom thence, but 
only that the ſame care was 
not taken about little, as about 
great Things ? And you ought 
to ſet that appearance of Con- 


tradition in ſmall Matters, to- 
G gether 
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ether with the real conſent in 
the Things of the higheſt im- 
portance ; and from thence ra- 
ther to infer, that this was no 
combination or deſign to deceive 
others; for {uch Perſons take 
the greateſt care to prevent Suſ- 
picion, by their exaCtneſs in eve- 
ry minute Circumſtance ; and 
ſometimes the over-much care to 
prevent Suſpicion doth raiſe it 
the more. 

3. What ways have been uſed 
by Men of Judgment and Learn- 
ing, to clear thoſe places from 
the charge of Contradiction. 
For, not one of the Objections 
you can ſtart now, but hath been 
conſidered over and over ; and 
all the difficulties that belong to 
it examined ; It you will not 
take the pains to do this, it is 
plain you do not deſire SatisfaCti- 
on, but only ſeek ſor a pretence 
to cavil; eſpecially, if you on- 
ly ſearch the weakeſt or moſt 

| in- 


—_ — ke « © | EY 


of the Scriptures Anſwered. 


injudicious Writers on the Scrip- 
tures, and endeavour to expoſe 
their Opinions, without takin 
notice of what others have fai 
with more clear and evident 
Reaſon. This ſhews either want 
of Judgment in chooſing ſuch 
Expoſitors, or want of Can- 
dor and fair Dealing and a de- 
fire of taking any advantage 
againſt the Scriptures. 

4. How hard a Matter it is 
for us at this diſtance to under- 
ſtand exactly the grounds of 
Chronology, or the manner of 
computation of Times uſed ſo 
long ago : And therefore in all 
dffiiculties of this nature, we 
ought to make the faireſt aHow- 
ances that may be, conſidering 
withal, that Eſcapes and Er- 
rors are no where more eaſily 
commirted by Tranſcribers, than 
in zumbers :; And that it 15a very 
unreaſonable thing, that a Book, 


otherwiſe deſerving to be 
G 2 thought 
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thought the beſt Book in the 
World, ſhould be Scorned and 
Rejected, becauſe there appears 
ſome difference in the computation 
of Times, We do not ſo exattly 
know the manner of the Hebrew 
Chronology, nor , the nature of 
their Year, or Intercalations , 
nor the Cuſtoms of their Gerea- 
lozies, nor the allowance to be 
made for Interreegnums, 1o as to 
be able to define peremptorily in 
theſe Things ; but it is ſufficient 
to ſhew, that there is no 1mpro- 
bability 1n the accounts that are 
given ; and no ſufficient Reaſon 
can be drawn from thence to 
reje the Authority of the Scri- 
ptures, 

2. I come to conſider the 
places you object, as containing 
Things inconſiſtent with the Wiſdom 
or Goodneſs of God, according to a 
rational Perſwaſion, and thoſe are 
either, 1. From the Laws of Mo- 
ies. 2. From the expreſs Story of 

; the 
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the Bible, or Aitions of the Pro- 
phets. 

1. From the Laws of Moſes: 
Your firſt Objeition is from Exod. 
41. 7. Where a Man u ſuppoſed to 
ſell his Daughter ; which you ſay, 
it ts incredible to believe that God 
ſhould permit ; becauſe it implies un- 
natural Aﬀection and Covetouſneſs 
in the Father, But, Sir, 1. You 
do not conſider, that this is 
barely a proviſional Law, and is 
not the Permiſſion of the Thing, 
ſo much as the Regwlation of 
it, ſuppoſing it to be done, 2. e. 
in caſe a Man ſhould part with 
his Intereſt in his Daughter to 
another Perſon, upon an extra- 
ordinary caſe of neceſſity, as the 
Jews underſtand it; yet then, 
ſhe was not to be 1n the condi- 
tion of a Servant, but to be ei- 
ther Bretrothed to the Perſon 
who receiv'd her, or to his 
Son; which was intended for 
the reltraint of promiſcuous 

G 3 Buy- 
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Buying and Selling Daughters , 
meerly for the ſatisfaction of 
Luſt. The Jews, who certainly 
beſt underſtood their own Ju- 
dicial Laws, do ſay, that this 
was never to be done, but where 
there was a preſumption of ſuch 
a Betrothing ; for no Man could 
Sell his Daughter to thoſe to 
whom it was unlawful for her 
to Marry by their Law; fo that 
this was looked on as a kind of 
Eſpouſals of a young Girl, taken 
into Wardſhip by another ; 
but ſo, that if ſhe were not 
Betrothed, ſhe was to remain 
her ſix Years during her Mi- 
nority, as the Jews underſtand 
it ; unleſs ſhe were redeemed, or 
ſet Free, or the Jabile came, or 
the Maſter dyed, or the time of 
her Minority expired. 

2. The caſeof Neceſſity being 
ſuppoſed, it hath been thoughr 
lawful for Parents to make ad- 
vantage by their Childrex, not 

only 
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only by the Jews, but by other 
Nations, who. have been in the 
greateſt eſteem for Wiſdom. For 
by the Law of the twelve Tables, 
among the Romans, the Father 
had the liberty of Selling his 
Son three times, for his own ad- 
vantage, as Dionyſ. Halicarmaſ- 
ſens relates; and before that 
time, 1t was not only in uſe 
among the Romans, but in ſuch 
eſteem among them, that up- 
on the review of their Laws 
the Decemviri durſt not leave 
it out ; but by one of the Laws 
of Numa Pompilius, it was re- 
ſtrained to the times before Mar- 
riage, for in caſe the Sox had 
the Fathers conſent to Marry, 
he could not Sell him after- 
wards, as the fame Author teils 
us. This Law continued in 
force among them, till Chri/t:- 
anity prevailed in the Roman Em- 
pire, for although there were a 
Prohibition of Dzoclecian againſt 

G 4 If, 
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it, yet that ſignified nothing, 
till Conſtantine took care, That 
ſuch indigent Parents ſhould be re- 
lieved out of the publick Charge, 
Cod. Theodol. 1. 11. tit. 27. 2. 
And yet after this, the Cuitom 
did continue, when the Parerts 
were in great want, as appears 
by a Law of Theodoſis, Cod. 
3. tit. 3. Omnes quos Parentum 
miſeranaa fortuna in ſervitium dum 
vittum requirunt addixit, ingenu- 
itati priſtine reformentur. And 
it further appears, that even in 
Conſtantine'stime, notwithſtand- 
ing the Law made by him, Pa- 
reuts would ſtill, when they 
thought themſelves om 
with Children, part with their 
Intereſt in them to others for 
advantage , but it was chiefly 
while they were Sanguinolents , 
as the Law expreſſes it, 7. e. new 
Born. Cod. Theod. 1. 5. tit. 8. By 
the Laws of Athens, before So- 
lons time , Parents might fell 

| their 
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their Children, as a rs b 
Platarch, in his Life —_ = 
{ame Philoſtratus reports of the 
Phrygians, l. 3. wvit. Apollon. Tyan. 
and the hke Cuſtom doth ob- 
tain among the Chixeſes to this 
Day, tf Perſons do think them- 
{elves unable to bring up their 
Children themſelves. And there 
are two things to be faid for it. 
1. The natural obligation lying 
on Children to provide for their 
Parent in neceſſity, by any way 
they are able. 2. The probabi- 
lity of better Education under _, 
more able Perſons ; and there- 
fore the T hebans had a Law, That 
Parents 2 caſe of Poverty, were 
to bring their Children to the Ma- 
giſtrate, as ſoon as they were Born, . _ 
who put them out to ſuch as were bif,1, 2.c, 
judged fit to bring them up, and 7: 
to have their Service for their Re- 
ward. 

But however , you ſay, This 
place implys a toleration of having 

many 
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many Wives, becauſe it is ſaid, if 
he take him another Wife, wv. 10. 
T do not deny, that the Moſaical 
Law did ſuppoſe the practice of 
Polyzamy ; but as it doth no 
where expreſsly allow it, net- 
ther doth it expreſsly condemn 
it. And although we ſay, the 
Chriſtian Law 1s far more Ex- 
cellent, which reduceth Mar- 
riage to its firſt Inſtitution ; yet 
you will find it a hard Matter 
to prove ſuch a permiſſion of 
Polyzamy as this was, to be fo 
repugnant to the Law and Prin- 
ciples of Nature, as from thence 
to infer, that this Law of Moſes, 
could not be from God : You 
might have ſaid the ſame about 
the Matter of Divorce, which 
was permitted them ; _ Chriit 
faith, for the hardneſs of their 
Hearts : Which ſhews, that God 
doth not always require that 
from Men which is belt plea- 


ling to himſelt; and that as to 
| his 
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his Political Government, he may 
not always puniſh that, which 
is not {o pleaſing to him. 

The next Law you quarrel at 
is that, Demt. 22.13, &c. About 
the tryal of Virginity : Which you 
object againſt, as immodeſt and 
uncertain, and therefore unbecom- 
ins the Wiſdom of God. $So, 
many Cuſtoms of thoſe elder 
times of the World, and of the 
Eaſtern parts to this Day ſeem 
very ſtrangeto us, that are not 
{o well acquainted with the Rea- 
ſons of them. Methinks, it ber- 
ter becomes our Moaeſty 1n ſuch 
caſes, to queſtion our under- 
ſtanding thoſe Cuſtoms , than 
preſently to caſt ſo much dif- 
paragement on the Author of 
them. It you had been offen- 
ded at the literal ſenſe of thoſe 
Words, many of the Jews them- 
ſelves fay, they are to be un- 
derſtood figuratively of the evi- 
dence that was to be et 

anc 
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and laid open before the Judzes, 
on behalf of the defamed Per- 
ſon. And both Yoſephus and 
Philo omit the laying open. the 
Cloth. But ſuppoling it to be 


_ taken in the plaineſt literal Senſe, 


I have Two Things to fay in 
vindication of this Law. 1. That 
however uncertain ſome Phyſs- 
tians have thought that way of 
Tryal to have been in theſe 
parts of the World; yet it is ge- 
nerally agreed to have held for 
the Eajterz parts, by the moſt 
Skilful Phyſitzans among the Ara- 
bians: And a Cuſtom of the 
{ame nature is ſaid by good Au- 
thors to have been obſerved 
among the Ep yptians, and other 
Africans, as well as the Arabians ; 
io that this could not be thought 
io ſtrange or immodelt among 
the Inhabitants of thoſe Parts : 
And it 1s very probable that 


fome Particulars, as to the Pra- 


Ctice of theſe Laws are not {tt 
down 
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down, which might very much 
tend to the certainty of them, 
as the Age of the Married Per- 
ſons, which was moſt likely 
then, as it 1s to this Day in the 
Eaſtern parts, very early , the 
Jews ſay, at twelve Years Old, 
which would make the Tryal 
more certain. 2. As to the Mo- 
deity of it, you are to conſider, 
that the Law was intended to 
keep Perſons from unjuſt Defa- 
mations, and ſuch a way of 7 ry- 
al was therefore pitched upon 
to deter Perſons from ſuch De- 
famations; which Men might 
otherwiſe have been more rea- 
dy to, becauſe of the Liberty of 
Divorce, and the advantage they 
had in ſaving the Dower, it they 
could prove the Party vitiated 
before Marriage ; theretore all 
the proof of that Nature was to 
be paſſed ſoon after the conſum- 
mation of Marriage, which be- 
ing agreed then by all the+.. 
Friends, 
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Friends, there was to be no h[:- 
berty left for Defamation after- 
wards ; but in caſe any Man 
ſhould be guilty of it, the pro- 
ducing thoſe Evidences, which 
before they were agreed upon, 
ſhould be ſufficient to clear the 
Innocency of the Party accuſed. 
And therefore I look on this 
Law, as the Jews do on that of 
the rebellious Son, of which they 
, that there 1s no inſtance 
of the practice of it ; the Pe- 
nalty threatned being ſo effe- 
ctual to prevent the occaſion of 
It. 
And ſuch ina great Meaſure, 
I ſuppoſe the other Law mentio- 
ned by you to have been, vzz. 
of the Water of Jealouſy, which 
you make ſo ſtange a matter of; 
and think it /avours too much of a 
deſizn to gratifie the jealous Humour 
of the Jewiſh Nation: But you 
might have pur a fairer Conſtru- 
Ction upon 1t, viz. That it was 
nN- 
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intended to prevent any occaſion 
of Suſpicion being given to the 
Husband, by too much familia- 
rity with other Perſons; ſince 
the Law allowed ſo ſevere a 
Trial, in Caſe the Wite after ad- 
monition did not forbear ſuch 
ſuſpected Familiarity, but if you 
had looked on the Law, as it is, 
Num. 5. 12, 13. &c. you would 
have found, that the deſign of 
it was to keep Women from 
committing ſecret Adultery, by 
ſo ſevere a Penalty; yet with- 
al allowing ſo much to a reaſo- 
nable Suſpicion, (for ſo the Jews 
underſtand it, with many Cau- 
tions and Limitations) that rather 
then Married Perſons ſhauld live 
under perpetual Jealouſies, he 
appointed this extraordinary way 
of Tryal, whereby Adultery 
was moſt ſeverely puniſhed, and 
the honour of Innocency pub- 
lickly vindicated ; which cer- 
tainly are not ends at all un- 

becoming 
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becoming due Conceptions of 
God. 

The laſt of the Jewiſh Laws, 
which you quarrel with is the 
prohibition of Uſury, in ſeveral 
laces of Moſes his Law and the 
Pſalms: And from hence you 
fall into a long Diſcourſe 70 prove 
the lawfulneſs of Uſury : But to 
what purpoſe I beſeech you? 
For you were to prove, that 
God could never forbid it; you 
might have ſpared your pity for 
Men, as you think , blinded with 
” en , and cheated with 

ew and Aery Notions : For by 
all that I can ſee by theſe Papers, 
ſome pretended Enemies to S#- 
perſtition have no better Eyes 
than their Neighbours, and are 
as ealily cheated with ground- 
leſs Fancies and Aery Imaginati- 
ons. The only thing to the Bu- 
fiineſs in that long Diſcourſe is 
this, That you cannot imagine that 


God ſhould make a Law ſo much to 
Mans 
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Mans inconvenience, and forbid hins 
Jo nice and indifferent a Thing, as 
moderate Increaſe of Profit by letting 
out of Mony, when it is allowed 
upon Lanas, Houſes, and Trade, 
&c. TothisI Anſwer, That the 
prohibition of V/zry, to the Jew- 
#(b Nation, was upon political 
Grounas peculiar to theConſtitu- 
tion of that People ; as appears by 
the Words of the Law, Det. 
23.19, 20. Thou ſhalt not lend 
to Uſury unto thy Brother — Unto 
a Stranger thou maiſt lend upon 
Uſury ; but none of the Laws 
which are founded upon Com- 
mon and Moral Reaſons have 
ſuch Limitations as this; for 
God would never have faid, 
Thou (halt not commit Adultery 
with thy Brothers Wife ;, but with 
the Wife of a Stranger thou maiſt. 
But there was this particular 
Reaſon, for the prohibition of 
Uſury to the Jewiſh Nation : It 
pleaſed God to fix their Habuta- 

H tion, 
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tion, not upon the Sea-(1de, as 
1jre and Sidon ſtood ; but with- 
in Land where they had no con- 
veniencies of Trading, but the 
Riches of the Nation lay- in 
Agriculture and Paſturage : In 
which the Returns of Mony are 
neither ſo quick nor ſo advan- 
tageous to make ſufficient com- 
penſation for the Intereſt of the 
Mony 1n the time they have it : 
For the main thing valuable in 
Mony 1s the advantage the Bor- 
rower makes of it; and where 
that is great, it ſeems reaſonable 


that the Perſon whoſe the Mony 


15, ſhould have a proportionable 
Share of the advantage made by 
it; but where Perſons borrow 
only for preſent Occaſions to ſup- 
ply their Neceſſities, there it 1s 
only an Act of Kindneſs to Lend, 
and it would be unreaſonable to 
preſs upon, or take Advantage by 
anothers Neceſſities. And this 
leems to have been the calc 

among 
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among the Jews ; they were on- 
ly the Poor that wanted Mon 
or preſent Neceſlities'; the Rich 
had no way to imploy it in 'Tra- 
ding, unleſs that they lent to the 
Tyrian Merchants, which it was 
lawful by their Law to do ; now 
if they took U/ury of their own 
People, it muſt be of thoſe 
whoſe urgent neceſſity, and not 
hopes of a mighty increaſe by 
it made them Borrow, and there- 
fore it was a very juſt and rea- 
ſonable Law to forbid Uſury 
among them ; Which I believe 
he would never have done, if 
he had placed the Jews upon the 
Coaſts of Phanicia , where 
Trading was ſo much in re- 
queſt. 

Theſe are all the Laws which 
you have picked out of the 
whole Body of the Jewiſh Law, 
to repreſent it unbecomung the 
Wiſdom of God : And now I pray 
Sir, look back again upon them, 

iq ſee 
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ſee how few, how {mall, how 
weak your Ob'ect.ons are ; and 
comnire them with the Wezght, 
and Juſtice, and Prudence, and 
Piery, Expreſſed in all the reſt, 
and I hope you will find cauſe to 
be aſhamed of ſpeaking ſo harſh- 
ly of thoſe Lars, ſo well 
accommodzated to thoſe Ages of 
the World, and the Condition 
of that People for whom they 
were appointed. 

2. I now conſider what you 
object againſt the Srory of the 
Bible. 

1. That Paſſage of Moſes, 
Exod. 32. 32. Blot me out of thy 
Book which thou haſt written : 
Where your Deſign is to ſhew 
that Moles prayed to be damned, 
and that thus was a very irrational 
Thing : And ſavouring more 0 
Paſſion than of the Spirit of God. 
But what if Moſes meant no ſuch 
thing as Damnation? As there 
1s not any Word in the Context 
IC» 
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relating that ways, but all the 
deſign of that Chapter is at our 
a Temporal Puniſhment, which 
was a preſent i.eſtruction of 
the People for thetr Sins. And 
the Book out of which he prayed 
God ta blot him, \eerns ro me to 
be no other, than the Roll of 
Gods choſen People, who were to 
poſſeſs the Land of Canaan: For 
{o "80 properly ſignifies a Kol 
or Regiſter. Pſalm 69. 28. We 
meet with vn BD the Roll of 
the living, or the Book of the living 
we render it, becauſe all ancient 
Books were in the faſhion of 
Rolls. In that Chaprer, 1Mv/es 
interceeds with God on behalf 
of the People , that he would 
make good his Promiſe to 
them, of bringing them into 
the Land of Canaan. v. 13. 
and v. zo, He goes up tg 
make an Atone:.i1ent for the 
People, 1. e. as 70 the cuttinz 
them off in the Wuladerneſs, and 
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therefore he deſires rather than 
the People ſhould be deſtroy'd, 
that God would itrike him out of 
the Roll, that he might Dye in the 
Wilderneſs rather than the People - 
And God gives that Anſwer to 
this purpoſe, v. 33. Whoever 
hath ſinned againſt me, will T blot 
out of my Book; the ſenſe of which 
is the ſame with thoſe Words 
of the P/almiſt, He ſware in his 
wrath that they ſhould not enter into 
his Reſt. Pſal. 95.11. And ac- 
cording to this Interpretation , 
whichis moſt natural and eaſe, 
all your long Diſcourſe againſt 
praying to be Damned comes to jult 
nothing; there being no pre- 
tence fk it, either in the Text 
or Context. 

2. The Story of Ruth doth not 
pleaſe you, as ſavouring in your 
Opinion of a great deal of Iminoaeſt y; 
but you would have a better 
Opinion of it, if you conſider 
that the reaſon of her Carriage 

: tO- 
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towards Boaz, in ſuch a manner, 


was upon Naomzes telling her, 
That he was one to whom the ri bt 


of Redemption did belong, and by 


conſequence, by their Law, was 


to Marry her.' Rath 2. 20. And 


this Rath pleaded -to Boaz, 
Rath 3.9. By which it appears, 
that ſhe verily 'believed that fre 
was legally her Husband ; and 
Boaz we lee ſpeaks of her 4s"'o8# 
that was a vertuous Woman, ant 
known tobe ſuch in the whole C ity, 
v. 11. And he confeſſes he was 
her near kinſman, only he faith, 
there was no nearer, V. 12. By 
which it ſeems, if there had not; 
Boaz: had made no Scruple of 
the matter : And the Jews ſay, 
in ſuch Marriages very httle Cere- 
mony Was required, if the nexr 
ofK,n did not renounce his right, 
becauſe the Law had determined 
the Marr:aze before hand. It 
you had bur conlidered this one 
rhing, you would have {pared 
| H 4 the 
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the many Obſerva:ions you make 
this Story. 

3. You Object againſt 2 Sam. 
12.8. as too much countenancins 
either Inceſt or Adultery, becauſe it 
is ſaid, That God gave to David his 
Maſters Wives into his Boſom. But 
I. It is very ſtrange to bring this 
place asa countenanceto Adultery, 
which was purpoſely deſigned to 
upbraid David with the Sin of 
Aaultery; and you will find it 
no caſie matter, by the conſti- 
tution of the Moſaical Law, to 
prove Polygamy to be Adaltery, 
2. The gems give a fair Interpre- 
tation of this place, for they ſay, 
That the Wife of a Kzne cools 
could never Marry after her Hus- 
bands deceaſe, as the Gemara on 
the Title Sazhearin exprelly ſaith, 
although ſome among them fol- 
low the Opinion of R. Jehudg, 
that ſhe might Marry the ſuc- 
ceeding Kzng ; but that is built 
chuefly on this place; of which {s 

| re 
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reſt give a better account, v#z. 
that 5'w2 doth not imply Saw/'s S'!der. Y 
Wives, but the Maids of Honour, \"," o—_ 
or Attendants, on the Court of Schick. De 
Saul, which all fell into David's © 8: 
power, and out of whom 'he Theor. 19. 
might chooſe Wives, without 
danger of Izceſt ; and even ſome 
of thoſe who aſſert it lawful for 
one Kzxz to Marry his Predecel(- 
ſors Wite, yet ſay in this cale of 
David, that the Word only im- 
plies, that they were of Sau/'s 
Family, as Merab and Mzchal were, 
but not Sa«/'s Wives, So thar all 
the difficulty here ariſes only 
from the Interpretation of an «= 
uſual Word, in which we have 
much more reaſon to truſt the 
Jews than other Writers. 

4. You are much offended at 
Hoſea's Marrying an Aaultereſs : 
But all the formidableDifficulties 
of that place will preſently va- 
niſh, if you allow the Prophetical 
Schemes, wherein thoſe things are 


{aid 
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ſaid to be done, which are in- 
tended only to repreſent i ina more 
lively manner the things ſignified 
* them. And ſoyou may ſee 
the Chaldee Paraphraſe, fully ex- 
plains this place of Hoſea; and 
Mum Maimonides pur poſely diſcourſeth 
_ on: on the Prophetick Parables, and 
«46, brings this as one of the inſtances 
of them ; and with him the reſt 
of the Jewiſh Interpreters agree. 
But you Objett againſt ſuch a way 
of Teaching, as tending to the en- 
couragement "of Vice, which it is 
very. "far from, being deſi _ » 
repreſent the odiouſneſs of 
For the whole Scope of the og. 
phet.15 to let the People under- 
irand, that their Idolatry was as 
hatctul to God as the fin of Adul- 
tery, and that the conſequence of 
it would be their Miſery and 
Ruin. And yet that Goa expreſſed 
as much tenderneſs to them, as a - 
Man that was very tond ofa Wo- 
man would do, in being.unwil- 
ling 


A I ts 


of the Scriptures Anſt wered. 


ling to put her away, although 
he An ſhe were falſeto his Bed: 
the former is intended in the firſt 
Chapter, and the latter in the 
third. And what ts there-tend- 
ing to Immorality in all this? 
May” not God make uſe of one 
Vice, whoſe evil is more noto- 
rious to repreſent another by , 
whoſe evil they are more hardly 
convinced of ? May not he ſet 
forth a Degenerate People by the 
Sons of an Adultereſs? And by 
rhe Names given to them expres 
his deteltation of their Wicked- 
neſs ? Eſpecially when the Para- 
bolical Terms are fo clearly ex- 
lained , as they are 1n the ſe- 
cond Chapter. 
But you will ſay, Theſe things 
are related as plain Matters of Fatt ; 
with the ſeveralCircamſtances belon= 


ging to them, It is true, they are 


{o, but fo Parables uſe to be; 
ſo was Nathar's to David ; 1o 1s 
that of the Rich Man and Laza- 
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' rus in the New Teſtament ; {o is 
13-4 Jeremics going to Euphrates to hide 


his Girale ; (for it 15not very likely 
the Prophet ſhould be ſent 18 or 
20 Days Journey intoan Enemies 
Country for no ocher end: ) So 
is Ezekzels lying on one ſide for 390 
Days, and having his Head and 
Beard contrary to the Law, as 
Maimonides obſerves : And his 
dizging in the Walls of the Temple 
at Hieruſalem, while he was in 
Babylon : And many other Things 
of a like nature, which are ſet 
forth with as punQuual a Narra- 
tion of Circumſtances as this of 
Hoſea, and yet they were only 
figurative Expreſſions. We that 

areaccuſtomed to another way of 
Learning, think theſe Things 

ſtrange ; but this was a very com- 

mon way 1n the elder times, and |, 
t 1s to this Day much uſed in the” 
Eaſtern Countries, to repreſent 
Daties to ſome, under the Parables 


of Thingsasreally done by others: 
AS 
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As may be ſeen in Loeman and 
Perzoes, beſides what Clemens 
Alexanarinus and others have ſaid, 
Concerning — and com- 
mon uſe of this Paraborical way 
of Teaching, 

I now cometo your Objettions 
againſt the New 7eſ/ament : But 
I find them ſo few, and thoſe ſo 
ſlight and inconſiderable, as to 
the end for which you produce 
them, that I may eaſily paſs 
them over. To that aboat the 
continuance of Miracles, T have al- 
ready Anſwer'd: And TI find not 
one Word 1n the Places menti- 
oned by you, which implics the 
neceſſicy of the continuance of 
them in all Ages of the Chriſt ia 
Church. "That place, Mark 10. 
29, 30, ſpeaks of no mote bur 
ſuch a recomperce in this life as is 
conſiſtent with Perſecution ; and 
therefore muſt chiefly lie in in- 
'ward contentment; which all 
wile Men have valued above ex- 

ternal 
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ternal Accommodations ; altho? 
withal , by the account St. Paul 
gives of himſelf, and his Bre- 
thren, God did abundantly pro- 
vide for thern one way or other. 


2 Cor. 6. As having nothing, and yet enjoying 


LOy 


all Things : Which amounts to a 
Hundred-fold in this Life. 

But certainly you are the firſt 
Man, Who have objected the Ob- 


ſeurity of the Book of Revelations, 


azainſt the Authority of the Scri- 


ptures: Which 1s jult as if one 


ſhould Object the Quaarature of 
the Circle againlt Mathematical 
Certainty. It we grant that there 
are ſome Things in that My/tical 
Book, we do not well underitand; 
what then! Mult neither that 
Book, nor any other of the Bible, 
be of Divize Revelation ? I will 
not purſue the unrcaſonableneſs 
of this way of arguing ſo far as 
I might ; but T leave your ſelf to 
conlider of it; and of all that I 
have Written, 1n order to your 
Jam 
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Satisfattion, If you think fit to 
return an Anſwer, I pray do it 
clearly and ſhortly, and with 
that freedom from Paſſion, which 

ecomes {o weighty a Matter : 
And I beſeech God to give you 
a right Underſtanding in all 
Things. Iam 


June 171, SIR, 
1675. 


Your Faithful Servant. 
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